


FIFTY 
C ENTS 




brilliant beginning 


Support in the capital 




NOVEMBER 1977 


COUNCIL'S DELEGATION TO CANBERRA TURNED OUT TO BE ESSENTIAL AND 
SUCCESSFUL. BUT OPPOSITION AND MISINFORMATION STILL THREATEN. 
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Report to Descendants 


THE PITCAIRN SOCIETY'S OBSERVER WHO WENT WITH THE DELEGATES SAYS 
THEY WERE A CREDIT TO NORFOLK* HE TELLS WHAT THEY ACHIEVED. 
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IN A MAJOR EDITORIAL SUPPORTING COUNCIL AND THE ISLAND. "THE CAN. 
BERRA TIMES** SAYS OBJECTIONS TO THE NIMMO REPORT SEEM WELL BASED* 
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ow N. I.’s school rates 


A TOP N. S.W. EDUCATIONIST, VISITING NORFOLK, SAYS BOTH THE TEACHERS 
AND THE STUDENTS ARE PERFORMING AS WELL AS ANYWHERE IN HIS STATE. 
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The Cocos story 


A NORFOLK ISLANDER WILL BE ADMINISTRATOR OF OUR SISTER-TERRITORY 
--AND A SENATE COMMITTEE SAYS "FREE ASSOCIATION" WOULD WORK THERE. 
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Treasury of N.l. facts 


A FIVE-PAGE SPECIAL SECTION OF THIS ISSUE REPRINTS THE VITAL "FACT- 
SHEETS" THAT COUNCILLORS USED TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT LAST MONTH. 
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PLUS: "NORFOLK LIVING" TELLS ANNE SWIFT'S AMAZING STORY... "LETTER FROM 
HOME" TELLS ABOUT THE SHOW...HELEN PAYNE TELLS ABOUT GOOD CHICKEN 
AND FISH RECIPES... "IN BOND” TELLS ABOUT WHITE WINE STYLES, VARIETALS 








JLA-1 SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
BELT DRIVE TURNTABLE 


4 pole S-motor; TH tone arm; max. wow/flutter 
0.06% WRMS S/N 3db; auto, return/shut oft. 


SK-1SA SPEAKER SYSTEM 







3050AUL 


• 3" Personal B & W TV • Radio 
frequency ranges: FM/ MW/SW 

• Speaker: 5" •Power output: 
1.5 Watts max. •Main fea¬ 
tures: Bass/Treble tone controls, 
AC. "D" batteries, Car battery 
or optional BP-001 rechargeable 
Ni-Cd battery pack operations. 
Metallic gray cabinet 


4-way Bass Reflex System. 6 spks. with 38 cm 
, woofer and horn tweeter, Max. 90w.RMS, 22- 
22,O0OH3!, Removable wooden grille. 


JR-S600 STEREO RECEIVER; 

Min. 110WRMS per channel; max. THD <5.1%; 
dual power supply; self restoring safety circuit; 
built in SEA; built in ANRS for FM; sensitivity 
1.7 uV. 


9115E 


• Speaker: 3-1/2" •Power out¬ 
put: 1 Watt •Main features: 
Auto-stop mechanism. Eco¬ 
nomical "UM-1" ("D") cells 
operation 
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the right choice 


I nternational duty free 


TAYLORS ROAD P.O. BOX 437 NORFOLK ISLAND PHONE 2111 CABLES; NISC MAIL ORDERS WELCOME 

























courteous, reasonable 
and persuasive 

THE CANBERRA DELEGATION of 
three of die Islands eight elected 
Councillors last month brought 
credit to Norfolk, and helped great¬ 
ly in the effort to gain democratic 
government for Norfolk Island. 

The delegation was received and 
accepted by Parliamentarians, pub¬ 
lic servants and the press as represent¬ 
ing the Norfolk island Council and 
therefore the people of the Island. 

For ten days we had elected repre¬ 
sentation in Australia -- men who 
live on Norfolk and are answerable 
to the electors. 

The three men had left Norfolk 
in a determined, angry frame of 
mind. They saw the Island threat¬ 
ened by an Australian plan they 
described as "fallacious, unjust 
and destructive", and they knew 
the majority of residents were worr¬ 
ied by the threat. But by the time 
they reached Canberra they had 
quietened their anger and had de¬ 
termined to be as courteous, 'reason¬ 
able and persuasive as possible. 

for the first time, 
the facts are tt|?re 

They had well-prepared fa<^ tp 
support the Island's position. fiSariy 
accomplishments came out of the 
mission, but the most important one 
was probably that the delegates dis¬ 
tilled, ajjjd p|rt down on paper, blear 
descriptiOnsmS^e b&sic facts of 
Norfolk's situation. 

Sets of these position papbrfr were 
widely distributed once the delega¬ 
tion reached Australia. They t are 
now in the files of influential Parlia¬ 
mentarians and are on hand at news¬ 


papers, television stations and radio 
stations throughout the country. For 
the first time it is possible for many 
opinion leaders in Australia to reach 
quickly for accurate and up-to-date 
information about Norfolk Island. 

The text of some of the most im¬ 
portant of these position papers is in¬ 
cluded later in this issue of The News, 


a splendid report 

A week after their return to Nor¬ 
folk, the delegates presented a re¬ 
port of their mission to a public 
Council meeting. The report Will 
become a historic document. Much 
of it is simply an orderly presenta¬ 
tion of known facts, but in many 
places it speaks crisply and plainly 
about the concerns of the Island. 

It refers to Sen. Withers* Senate 
speech of August 18th, in which he 
implied that the only opposition to 
die Nimmo Report on Norfolk was 
coming from a few people with "sel¬ 
fish personal financial interests". 

The Delegation's report says "Anxie¬ 
ty rose throughout the community 
after this speech... a general and 
serious cynicism developed towards 
the Australian government." 

The report tells of an astonishing 
meeting with Australia's Second Com¬ 
missioner of Taxation. Sen. Withers 
and his Department have seemingly 
held the view that Norfolk is dam- 
aging Australia by providing a tax 
haven, which has to be shut, down; 
but the Taxation Office itself told 
the delegation that no problem.ex¬ 
ists. 

The delegation's report identifies 
the main source of Norfolk's ctitrent 
problems: the system by which the 
Island has long been administered in 
Canberra. "There is no need to 
suggest that any officer of the De¬ 
partment is acting improperly," 
says the report. But the delegates 


found that the key officer adminis¬ 
tering Norfolk has spent a total of 
only one day on the Island; that the 
Department really does not think of 
$ tWo-way^comjmunicaticxai With^e 
Council and the people of die Island, 
because the decisions have always 
been made in Canberra; that the 
Council seems to b^ regarded as a 
problertiV rkther than a-s the bbiy 
that represents the Island’s- elector^ 
that the Department really doeS|not 
seem to realise how much the peiople 
of Norfolk dislike decisions abOut 
their lives being made by strtfigeJrsi 
behind closed doors 1900km aw^ > 
and that the Department appar^tly 
has no notion of the degree of vjorry 
on Norfolk that led to the delegation's 
mission. 

well-intended, but 
seriously confused 

The delegates found a pattern of 
misconceptions about Norfolk among 
people in Canberra and Sydney. 
"People receiving the delegation 
sometimes laid imaginary 'faults* 
at Norfolk's door, " says the report* 
adding that this was "usually in a 
quite friendly manner, which had 
led the person concerned to think 
of 'improving' Norfolk Island by in¬ 
tegrating it into Australia." 

It gives examples of these mis¬ 
conceptions: 

tha ; t Norfolk lives off the 
Australian purse (when in fact the 
Island is essentially self-supporting, 
and actually provides benefits for 
Australia) 

that the Australian social wel¬ 
fare system would be welcomed here, 
as an improvement over the Island's 
existing system (when, in fact the 
great majority of electors have said 
they prefer to retain the Island's own 
system) 

- that Norfolk is split into two fac¬ 
tions, "Islanders" who want to inte¬ 
grate with Australia, and "million¬ 
ion air es" who are against integration 
(when in fact the great majority of 
both Islanders and mainlanders want 
Norfolk to maintain its separate sta¬ 
tus) 

that the Island is somehow ex¬ 
ploiting Australia by being a major 
tax haven (when in fact the Taxa¬ 
tion Office itself says no such 
problem exists) 

that Norfolk Islanders are 
"just ordinary Australians" (when 
in fact the Island has for 120 years 
been legally and culturally a dis- 
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Mazda 323 . More car than one. 



Mazda 323 serves more than one 
purpose. 

It carries people. 

It carries things. 

It carries itself beauti¬ 
fully. 

Plenty of head, leg, 
and shoulder room 
makes it one of the 
roomiest and most- r r 
spacious cars in its 
class. - r 


Rear seats fold down (separately ), creat¬ 
ing a huge front to rear carrying capacity 
ideal for camping, shopping and carrying 
large objects. 

Hatchback and large side doors facilitate 
easy loading and entry. 

Unsurpassed visibility is made possible 
by oversize windows, slim pillars, and the 
slightly lowered dash¬ 
board which is padded/ 


The front 
windshield is 
bonded to 
the body 

for extra safety. And all models include 
dual-circuit hydraulic braking (making 
brake failure virtually impossible),as well as 
front disc brakes, radial tires and 


a rear heated defogger. 

Four-link rear suspen¬ 
sion, tight turning circle, 
and 1300cc OHC engine 
provide superb driveability 
in cities and on the open 
road with economical fuel 
consumption. 

Mazda 323 is an incredibly ver¬ 
satile, multi-purpose hatchback serv¬ 
ing you, your passengers, and your 
lifestyle. 

That’s why we 

say it’s more IUI ^ a 
car than one. wmw&mmtUSk 




DUNCOMBE BAY GARAGE 

Proprttor: J. W. FITZPATRICK 












tinct and separate colony, with a 
non-Australian race predominating. 

It is disheartening to note that 
these errors and misconceptions 
have been promoted at one time or 
another by the public statements of 
Sen. Withers, " says the report. 

The delegates said the Island needs 
to raise more money to pay for con¬ 
tinued effort, including further dele¬ 
gations; needs to maintain close 
touch with what is happening in 
Canberra; needs to be ready to send 
another delegation the instant damag¬ 
ing legislation on Norfolk seems immin¬ 
ent; needs to have continued profession¬ 
al help in giving more and better 
information to the Australian public; 
needs to stimulate international in¬ 
terest; and needs to form a small 
group of Council'-which has the power 
to act on such matters on a daily ba¬ 
sis, within guidelines adopted by the 
Council as a whole. 

but opposition Is 
the official policy 

Such recommendations will be dis¬ 
cussed at the November Council 
meeting. Opposition to them has 
been foreshadowed by the Admin¬ 
istrator. he will probably have no 
choice but to follow the official 
line, as most recently laid down in 
a letter to President of Committees 
Bill Blucher from the Secretary of 
the Department, Mr. Peter Lawler. 
Council’s function, Mr. Lawler said, 
is to advise the Administrator in 
the normal way, and leave it to the 
Administrator to inform the Minister 
of the advice tendered to him. It 
seems likely that in the Department's 
view, the last thing in the world the 
Norfolk Island Council should do 
would be raising money, maintain¬ 
ing close touch with Canberra, 
sending more delegations, hiring 
professional assistance, providing 
more and better information to the 
Australian; public, stimulating in¬ 
ternational interest, or setting up a 
Council secretariat to carry such 
things out promptly. 

But if the Councillors want to get 
re-elected, they’d better find ways 
to do all those things. The Depart¬ 
ment may oppose them but the ma¬ 
jority of electors on Norfolk want 
them done. 

Last June, preparing for the Min¬ 
ister's visit to the Island, the Coun¬ 
cillors had their proposals for Nor¬ 
folk's future government nicely put 
up into black binders, stamped 
"Norfolk Island Council - Discussion 
Plan for Democratic Government on 


Norfolk Island*. Their intention 
was to provide copies for Sen. 

Withers, Attorney-General Ellicott, 
and the Department staff men. 

Just before the meeting, the Ad¬ 
ministrator forbid the use of the 
binders. "That’s not what the 
Minister is coming here to talk 
about, he said, which unfortunate¬ 
ly turned out to be true. 

whose views? 

IN REFUSING to receive the October 
delegation. Sen. Withers wrote to 
Cr. Blucher that he was already 
"fully cognisant" of the views of 
Council. 

He said that the delegates were 
opposed to the payment of taxation. 
They aren't of course. They have 
made it clear that Norfolk imay well 
need to collect more taxes than it 
does now. They object, as sensible 
people anywhere in the world tfould, 
to paying new taxes for government 
services that are neither necessary 
nor wanted. 

He said the delegates were opposed 
to the provision of adequate social 
welfare, medical and other benefits 
to the poor, ill and socially deprived 
residents of the Island. They aren't, 
of course. They want deprived 
people on Norfolk to have better > . 
lives than they would in Canberr^. 
They object, as sensible people / 
anywhere would, to trading Nor-' 
folk's existing system, which is id- 
mired by visiting Australians, fot 
the Australian system, which is wide¬ 
ly complained about in Australia. 

He said the delegates were opposed 
to the extension of Australian laws 
for the protection of the public. 

They aren't, of course. They would 
no doubt gladly support the extension 
of any Australian law that would act¬ 
ually protect the public here. They 
object, as sensible people anywhere 


would, to the mass extension of a 
whole tangle of laws that the Aust¬ 
ralian Parliament did not feel were 
necessary for Norfolk at the time 
they were passed, and that no one 
has since suggested were needed here. 

an Incapacity 
to understand 

In his letter, Sen. Withers told 
Cr. Blucher "it seems that you just 
cannot understand what I have said 
repeatedly to you personally... I 
do not believe there is any cpmmuni- 
cation gap unless it is- an incapacity 
on the part of the Council to under¬ 
stand the simple realities... " 

He also said "It must be remem¬ 
bered that the members of die Coun¬ 
cil do not represent all the views of 
the Norfolk Island community." 

Of course they do, in the only 
way that is acceptable in a free soc¬ 
iety, which is through democratic 
election - just exactly as Sen. 

Withers is democratically elected 
as a Senator to represent all the 
views in his electorate of Western 
Australia. He does not represent 
any of the views of the Norfolk 
Island community. If he wants to, 
know what the community's view. 
is on a particular subject he has 
the power to call a referendum, 
which can be held in a matter of 
weeks for only a few hundred dollars. 
If be does not choose to do that, he 
should be glad to be able to turn to 
the community's democratically- 
elected representatives. 

The democratic system has brought 
immense benefits and achievement 
in Australia. It has brought Sen. 
Withers himself great reward and 
prestige. The democratic system 
can also benefit our community, 
and it will reflect credit on Australia 
if Sen. Withers will apply it here 
with good will. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel, 
y Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes' walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristian 1 
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Don’t make 
the mistake 

of taking the „ . ., 

OM-1 and OM-2 lightly 


It's true, of course, 
that Olympus SLRs 
are some 35% 
smaller and lighter 
than average 35mm 
single lens reflex cameras 
But that's only part of the 
story 

Because we not only designed 
them to he more compact - we 
designed them to be better 

That meant backing them with a 
comprehensive system specially geared 
to the professional some 30-odd 
compact lenses of incredible quality. 

from fisheye to 

macro to 
ultra-tele; 
motor 

drive so light 
that the com 
bina 1 1 o n of 
camera motor 
weighs no more 
than the average 
camera alone 
(and it can deliver up to 
5 frames per second with 
normal mirror return) 

Also, there are 12 interchangeable focusing 
screens; close-up. micro- and astro-adapters; 
Recordsta Back; auto-winder, and other ac 
cessones in profusion 





Still sceptical? 
Here are some con¬ 
vincing details. 

THE OM-1: Still one 
of the lightest and most 
compact true system 36mm 
single lens reflexes, 
with drastically 
reduced noise and 
shock thanks to a 
unique air damper 
shock absorbing 
system and ball 
bearing trains. It also 
features a viewfinder 
that's 30% bigger and 
about 70% brighter than 
the average, a silk-smooth 
film transport that requires 
almost no effort and a 
precise match-needle 
through-the-lens exposure control. 
THE OM-2: With every advanced feature 
of the OM-1 (and only 10 gms heavier), 
it includes the world's most advanced auto¬ 
matic exposure system. Incredibly rapid 
silicon cells LOOK BACK at a random 
pattern on the shutter curtain to measure 
the light ON THE FILM PLANE. At slower 
speeds, it will actually read the FILM 
EMULSION ITSELF! This means the OM-2 
will actually change shutter speed should 
the light change during slower exposures - 


even down to 
a full 60 seconds. 

And it will operate 
AUTOMATICALLY 

up to 5 frames per second on motor drive, 
as well as control the Olympus auto-flash 
THROUGH THE LENS for unheard of flash 
accuracy. On Manual, it operates just like the - 
OM-1. 


All of which might well make the OM-1 and 
OM-2 the most heavy-weight lightweights 
you'll ever clap your eyes on. And the most 
welcome photographic equipment paradox 
ever. 



C AMERA LI N ES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOCRA Phi C -STORE 











Report from Chris Nobbs: 

THE COST OF Norfolk's three-Coun- 
cillor delegation to Canberra last 
month was met with funds raised by 
the Society of Descendants of the 
Pitcairn Settlers. With the delega¬ 
tion's approval, an observer from 
the Society, Dr. Chris Nobbs, went 
along with them. 

Shortly after the mission, Chris re¬ 
ported to the Society. Here is part of 
his report: 

"I must say, and in the strongest 
and most affectionate terms, that 
in my view the Council Delegation 
has done the Island great honour. 

1. believe that Bill, Greg and Duncan 
impressed everyone they met with 
their sincerity, fairmindedness, and 
deep personal concern for the issues 
at stake, and that in consequence 
they have been eminently success¬ 
ful in shedding light into many of 
the dark corners (not to say offices) 
of Canberra. The Delegation has put 
in many long hours of work, and has 
argued the Island cause persuasively 
and well. I think they have done a 
magnificent job. 

people willed It 

"Things Achieved 

"1. It is clear to me that the 
mission of the Delegation to Can¬ 
berra was essential: essential because 
the people of Norfolk willed it, essen¬ 
tial because it represents a real 
breakthrough in communications be¬ 
tween the politicians and civil ser¬ 
vants in Canberra and the people of 
Norfolk, essential in allowing the 
Island's elected representatives to 
understand how the government 'sys¬ 
tem' in Canberra works. I hope that 
the Canberra visit marks a major 
positive and irreversible step forward 
for the Island in fighting off the 
Nimmo Report. 

"2. The genuine concerns of Nor¬ 
folk Islanders about their future, and 
their wishes with regard to that future, 
have never been so clearly and gen¬ 
uinely expressed to so many people i 
who are, willy-nilly, charged with 
determining that future. As a direct 
result of the dignity of the Council 
Delegation, this can do nothing but 
good for the Island cause. 

"3. Particularly amongst those 
Australians who have visited Norfolk, 
there is a considerable affection ex¬ 
pressed for the Island, and concern 
for its future. This is offset to a 
certain extent by others, less well in¬ 
formed, who believe Norfolk Island 
to be a tax haven, and a refuge for 


"A magnificent job...I 

millionaires. It is important for the 
future to make sure that correct in¬ 
formation is put about concerning 
Norfolk, and to try to assemble those 
sympathetic to the Island cause to act 
as they can to support the Island. 

time must be used 

"4. It appears true to say that, 
despite the speech of Sen. Withers in 
the Australian Senate in August, no 
major decisions on Norfolk appear 
likely to be taken in Canberra in the 
near future. I must emphasise that 
one can never be sure of such things, 
but they certainly appear this way. 

It really does appear that Sen. Withers 
has not made up his mind. (A pre- 
Christmas election in Australia would 
be likely to further delay considera¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island.) *111$ is im¬ 
portant because it means that we 
have more time to inform people 
and influence them in the Island 
cause. This extra time must be used 
to best advantage. 

"5. I was not present when the 
Delegation met the press, radio and 
TV in Sydney, but talking with any 
of these represents an achievement in 
getting the Island message across to 
ordinary Australians a million or more 
at a time. That can't he bad. 

"Things Not Achieved 

"1. The main purpose with which 
the Delegation set out, namely to 
discuss certain matters relating to the 
Nimmo Report with Sen. Withers, was 
not achieved. As 1 suggested above 
however, this may not represent a set¬ 
back at all, and certainly does not 
compromise, in my view, the great 
benefits achieved. (The Prime Minis¬ 
ter did not receive the Delegation 
either, but he was not in a position 
to do so, unless Sen. Withers had done 
so first.) 

resistance to opinion 

*2. The Department of Administrat¬ 
ive Services would only meet the Dele¬ 
gation as individuals rather than in 
their official capacity. This also shows 
that there is considerable resistance to 
Island opinion amongst those in Can¬ 
berra most directly involved, and adds 
point to the necessity for the Society 
to wage an effective campaign on the 
Island's behalf, in the future. 

"Problems for the Future 

'1. It is clear from the Canberra 
visit, that a considerable gap in com¬ 
munications exists between Canberra 
and Norfolk Island. This appears to 


believe that we can win 11 

be the most fundamental problem of 
all that must be overcome. In Can¬ 
berra, speaking generally; there seem¬ 
ed little appreciation in the govern¬ 
ment, of die genuine apprehension 
felt on the Island about its future 
(and perhaps too, the Island has not 
always been aware of Canberra's 
problems). If the present visit has 
done anything, it has helped to sweep 
away some, but by no means all, of 
these difficulties. In my opinion 
however, Canberra must take die ma¬ 
jor portion of the blame for .these, 
since they have the power and the 
money to overcome them if only 
they have the inclination tq do so, 

legitimate desires 

’2. As well as correcting the mis¬ 
information that is about; it is clearly 
important to get the positive aspects 
of the Norfolk cause across, and to in¬ 
fluence decision-makers in Canberra 
to believe in our sincerity, the values 
of our community, and our legitimate 
desires to run Norfolk Island our own 
way. 

,f As will be clear to you, I am 
suggesting an attitude of consultation 
and persuasion with Canberra and the 
Australian public, rather than one of 
confrontation with Canberra. The 
day may come when confrontation is 
necessary, but I believe that at pres¬ 
ent, much can be accomplished by 
consultation and persuasion. I can¬ 
not know whether at this time you 
agree with me, but I believe that 
this is the view held by the Delega¬ 
tion. .. 

"This brings me to the end of my 
letter. The major points I would 
like to leave with you are:- 

Tirst, that the Delegation itself 
did a magnificent job for Norfolk; 

"Secondly, that the mission on 

which you sent the Delegation was, 
despite rebuffs, a great success, 
particularly in the opening up of real 
communications between Norfolk 
and the Canberra politicians and 
civil servants; 

Thirdly, that the battle against 
thetfimmo Report has a long way to 
go; and 

"Fourthly, that there is much that 
can be done both on and off Norfolk 
to ensure that the battle against 
Nimmo is won in the end. 

"1 believe that with stout hearts and 
hard work we can win, and win hand¬ 
somely. Let us all make sure that it 
happens that way. 

'lubbe Norfolk!" 
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AFTER QUESTIONING THE THREE NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL DELEGATES IN 
CANBERRA, STUDYING THE FACTUAL MATERIAL THEY HAD TO PRESENT ON 
THE ISLAND'S SITUATION, AND CONSIDERING WHAT AUSTRALIA OUGHT TO 
DO IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE "CANBERRA TIMES" RAN THIS EDITORIAL 



Tuesday, ^Dctober II. 1977 


THE FUTURE 
OF NORFOLK 

It is not altogether fair to blame Mr Justice Sir John Nimtno 
foT the threat ^htclr;- according to some, now hangs over 
Norfolk Island. The threat is allegedly the “forced integration” 
of the island aridib people into Australia; their incorporation 
into the, political, administrative and econonomic systems of 
the mainland; the introduction of Australian laws, taxes and 
social benefits arnfas a consequence, it is widely believed, the 
destruction of the islapd’s most important industry, the tourist 
trade. *’ 

It is true that the report of the Nimmo Royal commission' 
on the future status of tins island made recommendations which 
in effect would probably do alHhat, but these proposals were 
offered as an alternative to another option which the report 
believes the Commonwealth should consider in the first place. 
That is that, on the ground of cold economics alone, a good 
case could be made for the complete “physical” abandonment 
of Norfolk Island by Australia, the assumption being that the 
Australian taxpayer could never hope to recoup the sums the 
Cornmonwealthwould have to spend to maintain its writ there. 
Mr Justice Nimriw’s argument is that annual outgoings from 
Australia to the island arc about S2.5 million, that to increase 
its earaitig capacity frbm tourism would require an additional 
expenditure of some millions of dollars, which the islanders 
cannot afford, arid that in any case Australia would incur an 
annual deficit Of about SI.98 million to support the island as 
a part of the Coijunonwealth. ^ > 

The Norfolk- Island Council hotly disputes these figures. 
It says, among other things, that they include a large subsidy 
to Qantas that was never paid and the costs of services that 
were not. provided. The council also objects to the report’s 
failure to. examine properly the constitutional, social and 
historical context of the inland's relationship with Australia and 
the. historical guarantees given to the Pitcairners by the Crown 
when they were settled on the bland. Their objections and 
reservations appear to be well founded. 

The Minister for Administrative Services, Senator Withers, 
wjio is responsible for Norfolk (stand affairs, can rightly be 
accused of arrogance and unwarranted secrecy in his dealings 
with the elected representatives of the islanders. His refusal. 


on three occasions, to receive delegations from the Norfolk 
Island Council b inexcusable. Though no final decision has yet 
been made on the future status of the bland, the Minister leaves 
the impression that a decision could be imminent and that all 
the consultation that is necessary has taken place. No wonder 
the islanders are deeply anxious, and frustrated. 

Referendum needed 

For obvious reasons it is not possible for the islanders to 
quote chapter and verse to prove to the satisfaction of the 
Government that (he relationship of Australia to the island is 
one of trustee rather than o 4 wner — a view endorsed in August, 
1975, by Mr R. J. Ellicott, QC and Mr M. H. McLelland, 
QC, who were of the opinion that Norfolk Island is, by virtue 
of an Imperial Act, a “separate and distinct settlement” and 
a “Crown colony of Australia”. In all the circumstances, since 
Senator Withers rejected as “totally, completely and utterly 
valueless” the outcome of an unofficial poll which showed that 
two-thirds of the people were opposed to the major Nimmo 
recommendations, the Government should hold an official 
referendum on Norfolk for reasons of democratic principle and 
plain good political tactics. * . T | 

It is clear that importing into Norfolk Wand tho' Australian 
system of taxation and welfare benefits, (be political conflicts 
of the mainland and the politics of the ttfudfc-tttuoijl movement 
would mean the destruction of a community and the 
undermining of its economy. Norfolk Island is not a paradise 
— there is no unanimity about the Nimmo proposals, there 
is apparently some poverty and loneliness — but the islanders 
possess something more valuable than a bureaucratic welfare 
apparatus of Australian design, and that is a genuine spirit 
of community self-help and sharing. 

What the islanders want is the freely given consent of the 
majority to any change in their status, the majority rejects the 
major recommendations of th& Nimmo report, they want their 
position at international law examined by the United Nations, 
and they seek the establishment of the real democratic internal 
self-government they were promised long ago, with continuing 
i association ;wkfi Australia. It would be an act of political and 
economic folly to take steps that would place the tourist 
industry on Norfolk in jeopardy and thus force the people into 
a position of huipiliating dependence on Australian welfare. 

Rather than impose on a community that is “different” 
the stifling hand of bureaucratic uniformity, the necessary 
reforms should build on what is there. That would require a 
degree of subtleness and human understanding which the 
present Government apparently lacks. The powers and 
structure of the Norfolk Island Council could be strengthened, 
and the Commonwealth would be justified in asking the 
islanders to make a reasonable contribution by way of tax in 
return for a modest level of Federal assistance aimed primarily 
at helping them solve their own problems. 
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NORFOLK ISLAND BENEFITS TREMENDOUSLY FROM THE HELP - AND THE ATTITUDE - OF THE NEW SOUTH WALES 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, WHICH OVERSEES THE ISLAND’S SCHOOL. NORFOLK PAYS THE COSTS, AND NSW 
IS NOT OUT-OF-POCKET. ONE OF THE STATE’S TOP EDUCATIONISTS VISITED RECENTLY AND SAID THAT -- 


Teacher quality and student performance here 
are as good as anywhere In New South Wales 


mezsnew 



Recently Dr. John Vaughan, the 
Assistant Director-General of Edu¬ 
cation in NSW, visited Norfolk for 
the first time. After he'd been here 
for just a few days, he talked with 
The News about his impressions and 
his ideas about education. 

Here are some of the things he 
had to say. 

Q: Is it too soon to ask you whether 
you could make any comments about 
the quality of this school compared 
with schools elsewhere in the central 
system ? 

A: M If you look at the N. S. W. sys¬ 
tem and the different schools, you 
find that quality and quantity will 
differ from place to place, so that 
it's very difficult to find a universal 
measurement. ' 

T would say in terms of what I 
think in the final analysis counts - 
the provision of teachers for instance - 
the quality of teachers in the sbhool 
is as good as anywhere in New South 
Wales. The teachers in this school 
are selected with a measure of ex¬ 
perience before they come. They 

come because they want to come. 
People who do things because they 
want to do them do them more effect¬ 
ively and 1 think from that point of 
view this school is very fortunate. 

'Discussion with teachers of this 
school over the last couple of days 
would indicate to me that they have 
a very real sense of their personal 
responsibility to the young people of 
Norfolk. They want to fulfil this as 
an obligation. In consequence again 
I think they're doing it very well. 

The performance of youngsters here 
would match performance anywhere. M 

teach 'Norfolk 1 ? 

Q: Do you think the Norfolk lang¬ 
uage should be taught? 

A; "Well, that is very much on my 
desk at the moment from our friends 
of Italy, Spain, Latvia - you name 
it and we have some in New South 
W^les - and many of these people 
are very interested in the preserva¬ 
tion of their own languages. I 
think again one has to be fairly 
realistic about this. 

Tf you're really talking about 
the preservation of language as a cul¬ 
tural component, there seems to be 
a very grave difficulty in trying to 


preserve a language which is funda¬ 
mentally an oral language. 

'1 suspect that might be a diffi¬ 
culty. 

'1 have a great deal of respect for 
my Welsh forebears, and 1 have an 
interest in the Welsh language which 
is not very widely used these days, 
and I can very much understand the 
concern of the people in this kind of 
preservation, and I would think it 
certainly not inappropriate if the 
Norfolk school in itself, in its wis¬ 
dom, made a decision to devote 
some attention to the Norfolk lang¬ 
uage — that would be a reasonable 
decision to make. But I'm not 
making it." 

Pitcairners' history 

Q: How about the teaching of the 
history of the Pitcairners and how 
they came to Norfolk? 

A: ’’Wherever people live, it is 
highly desirable that they know 
whence they came, why they're 
there, if they're going to work out 
in a concerted way where they're 
going. 

"Now, I think a society without 
roots is a sad society and I've talked 
over the last couple of days about 
possibilities of schools developing 
an interest in and a study of and 
recording of the story of Norfolk 
and its people, which I think would 
have an interest that would go well 
beyond Norfolk. 

T think it is the study of a society 
that began virtually from nothing 
not all that long ago, and we see 
the evolution of a total commun¬ 
ity on a vacant piece of land to 
get to where it is now. 

’There ought to be social lessons 
in that for any society. " 

environment 

Q; Could the school be doing more 
to teach environmental awareness? 

A: "I'm Very aware of the enthus¬ 
iasms - the justifiable enthusiasms - 
that some people bring in when 
they introduce something new into 
the course. 

T think we have -- Ian could 
check it for me -- I think there's 


some 40-odd distinct courses now 
leading to theSchqol Certificate. 
Now, obviously that's more than 
enough and yet people with the 
greatest well-meaning come along 
and say about having a few more. 

"Sex education, environmental 
education, consumer education 
etc. etc. 

"My response to this is to say that 
these are very real matters of con¬ 
cern with which I have enormous 
sympathy, but I don't discern the 
need for the creation of new sylla¬ 
buses. 

T would wish teachers to pick up 
all the opportunities already exist¬ 
ing within current syllabuses and 
pursue them. 

If you combine, say. ..environ¬ 
mental education and geography, 
science, and you teach to the limits 
of possibility within those courses, 
you can indeed cover the ground. 

"Consumer education is covered 
in every course in the school. One 
of our friends on television said 
why don't you have a course in con¬ 
sumer education? I said education 
today is about inducing young 
people to think, to make judge¬ 
ments, to examine data, to be criti¬ 
cal, to enquire, to discover and if 
that's not consumer education I 
don't know what consumer education 
is." 

Isolation of Norfolk 

Q: What steps can be taken tp help 
overcome the isolation of Norfolk 
youngsters in their education? 

A; "I think this isolation is partly 
physical reality, partly it's a psy¬ 
chological thing too. 

"A friend of mine who is in 
charge of an inner city school point¬ 
ed out to me quite recently that of 
the pupils in his high school oO or 
70^ have not crossed the Harbour 
Bridge -- they've never been on 
the other side of the harbour. So 
you see you don't have to be on 
Norfolk to suffer this kind of isola¬ 
tion. " 

Mr. McGowan: ""It's true that iso¬ 
lation i s one of the problems here 
but there's a tremendous amount 
done to try to overcome this prob¬ 
lem. We have our tours that go 
away, we show a lot of films on the 
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Island from various sources. We 
have our video tapes and we give 
much variety in sport and in com¬ 
petition. 

"There's a tremendous amount 
done really to see that the children 
aren't deprived, H 

the real fundamentals 

Q: Is the teaching of writing - Eng¬ 
lish composition - on the wane? 

A: M I know very literate adults who 
never put pen to paper from one 
year's end to another. They have 
no cause to because they can effect 
their communication by way of 
spoken word. 

"Now that's hard fact and you and 
I know the cause but it’s still going 
to be there and it's going to have a 
greater effect, so the art of writing 
is less necessary. 

T>n the other hand, I would say 
that schools have a very intense in¬ 
terest in the art of writing. The 
approach to it has changed some¬ 
what over recent years but I would 
incline to the view that it's changed 
for the better, in the sense that if 
you live in a world where the de¬ 
mands are upon you to write marked¬ 
ly less, if you're going to write you 
have to have a markedly greater kind 
of internal motivation. 

'I've observed in this school over 
the last couple of days youngsters 
writing some very exciting creative 
material, motivated by listening to 
a piece of music or observing the 
weather outside and wanting to write 
about it. 

’That won't make everybody write 
but those who have the special po¬ 
tential competence of the writer will 
write the better, and maybe that's 
what we're aiming for. 

"I would wish schools to be in¬ 
creasingly concerned with develop¬ 
ing the ability of youngsters to use 
the oral form of education, and I 
would hurry to say that if 1 look at 
the original kinds of basic schools 
that there is no sense in learning to 
read if you don't ever read; there is 
no sense in learning to write if you 
don't ever write anything; there's 
no sense in learning to compute if 
you don't compute. So I'm much 
more concerned with developing the 
desire to these things and the delight 
you can obtain from doing them, 
rather than the mechanical acquisi¬ 
tion, and 1 want them used in pro¬ 
cesses like those I mentioned earl¬ 
ier. 

"If you were to ask me what are 
my basics, let me use a phrase I 


used to the teachers here yesterday, 
or the day before, that rather than 
'going back to the basics' which I 
so frequently hear I would prefer to 
see the schools g oing forward to 
the fundamentals. My fundamentals 
are things like thinking; thinking 
through a problem; examining an 
assembly of a variety of data; to en¬ 
quire; to analyse and having analysed 
to come up with a theory or hypothes¬ 
is and then to generalise; to test the 
kinds of conclusions that they can 
come to; to be able to take a stand 
on issues and to discuss those issues 
rationally in calm manner with 
other people. These are more im¬ 
portant than to be using 'writing, 
reading and arithmetic* all the 
time. 

"We've had a hell of a lot of 
problems, you and I. They're go¬ 
ing to have more out there in the 
world in the future - problems the 
nature of which we can't anticipate 
and we can't fill up their heads with 
ready-made answers. We can only 
try to give them this kind of flex¬ 
ibility and judgement-making ex¬ 
perience that will enable them to 
recognise basic problems and come 
up with answers as they go through 
life.” 


how parents can help 

0: What advice have you for parents 
who want to help their children’s 
schoolwork as much as possible? 

A: ”1 would like parents to be taking 
an ever-increasing interest in what 
happens with the schools. One of the 
criticisms that's frequently levelled 
at schools today takes the form of 
'why aren't the schools doing some¬ 
thing about—* and then you can 
put in pretty well anything you 
like. 

"In the lifetime of a child when 
it's 15/16 years, the school has 
access to about lO^c of time --of 
course you have to exclude the first 
five years --and I know that in¬ 
cludes sleeping time, but it certain¬ 
ly isn't at school. The school has 
about 107c of the first 15/16 years. 

Now, that schools do as much as 
they do is something I refer to as 
the miracle of schooling. They 
are expected, and I think increasing¬ 
ly expected to do more, and I can 
only say that I think a great deal of 
educational responsibility revolves 
upon the parents in the community. 

'The aims of Primary and Second¬ 
ary education that have been written 
state quite clearly that this task of 
education is a task which the school 


pursues in concert with the parents 
of the community. 

"The parents certainly have a 
responsibility. It's no good talking 
about child manners outside the 
school grounds if child manners are 
not taught in the home. These are 
terribly important things, but more 
specifically 1 would want to come 
back on that one as it's an area of 
prime concern to me. I'm enor¬ 
mously interested in language - 
that capacity which distinguishes 
the human animal, the ability to 
store information of the past and 
bring it forward, to think abstract¬ 
ly, to project to the future. 

"That's the parents* concern. 

Over the first five years, long be¬ 
fore school starts, the average 
five-year old has acquired more 
vocabulary than he or she will ac¬ 
quire in the whole of the rest of 
life, except they be highly special¬ 
ised people. 

hone learning 

"An exercise like reading - if a 
child has grown up in a home where 
the mother takes the infant out and 
they observe, they smell the flowers, 
they see the wind blowing in the 
trees, they hear the birds and the 
rest of it, then they go inside and 
they look at pictures in books, they 
see the relationship between that 
and reality. That's an enormous 
mental jump - a phenomenal jump 
that the child makes to look at that 
blank sheet of paper and see things 
on it that are not there at all really - 
they're only representations. 

Tf the parent gives the child that 
kind of experience and then pro¬ 
ceeds to talk about pictures in a 
story form - what is the picture, 
what is the child doing, riding a 
bike and so forth - when that child 
starts school the teaching of reading 
is just no trouble at all. They're 
almost able to read before they 
start. But if they miss out on that 
at home, the school has an enor¬ 
mous amount of leeway to make 
up with the child. The parent is im¬ 
portant, not in formal educational 
things, not in being supportive of a 
specific type of homework or that 
sort of thing, but in this far more 
general sense. 

"I don't particularly want parents 
to help young Bill with homework - 
I want them to talk to Bill about 
what happened in school today, 
or to learn what they were discuss¬ 
ing what view did they take, what 

I did Mary say -- I think that's in¬ 
finitely more productive/’ 


1 0 
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SELF-DETERMINATION AND 'FREE ASSOCIATION WITH AUSTRALIA" ARE 
RECOMMENDED FOR TIC 448 PERMANENT RESIDENTS OF TIC COCOS ISLANDS 


A CONFRONTATION SITUATION 
faces Potts Buffett as he becomes 
Australia’s Administrator in the Cocos 
Islands, Norfolk’s sister territory. 

The announcement of Potts' appoint¬ 
ment said that his experience in island 
territories would be of great assistance 
to Sen. Withers "at a time when the 
Government will be moving to imple¬ 
ment the new Cocos initiatives an¬ 
nounced in June this year’*. 

The '‘initiatives** include plans to 
introduce new laws, encourage mi¬ 
gration by Cocos Islanders to Australia, 
improve education, get rid of the plas- 


A DELICATE SITUATION 
-AND "POTTS" WELCOME 

CHARLES - ‘POTTS** - BUFFETT 
will become the new Administrator 
of the Cocos Islands on November 
loth. 

He was the Government's offi¬ 
cial representative on Cocos from 
19L0-1965. While there he met his 
present wife, Vanda. They enjoy¬ 
ed the islands, and according to the 
News’s Canberra sources Mr. John 
Clumes-Ross, who owns virtually 
all of the land in the 25 or so 
islands in the group,welcomed Sen. 
R.G„ Withers’ appointment of Potts 
to return as Administrator. 

In May last year no one would 
have predicted Potts’ re-entry into 
the upper echelons of the Depart¬ 
ment. 

For about nine months prior to 
that he had been handling the duties 
of the Administrator on Norfolk Island. 
Air Cdre. E*T. Pickerd had retired 
as Administrator at the end of August, 
1976, and as Official Secretary and 
Deputy Administrator Potts took over 
the chair ’’temporarily" until a new 
Administrator could be appointed. 

When it began to look as if the 
appointment might be a long time 
coming, Potts asked if he could be 
given the title, pay and perks that 
normally went with the job he was 
actually handling, and handling 
competently - Acting Administrator, 
if not Administrator. The answer 
from Canberra was negative, and 
Potts - quite properly and admirably, 
in the News's view - terminated his 
career of several decades in the pub¬ 
lic service and resigned. 


tic-token money used on Cocos, and 
progressively introduce a wages econ¬ 
omy. 

The "Australian'’, reporting Sen. 
Withers* announcement in June, said 
"Senator Withers last night made it 
clear that the Government would 
go ahead with its reforms on the 
island whether Mr. Clunies-Ross 
agreed or not." 

The "Australian" noted that 
"Successive Australian governments 
have tried to wrest power of the 
Cocos group from Mr. Clunies-Ross 
since the group became an Austral¬ 
ian protectorate in 1955. 

"Australia’s new interest in taking 
over real control of the island is 
not all humanitarian. Cocos has 
become an increasingly important 
base in the Indian Ocean... " 

The "Australian’s" coverage of 
the plans for Cocos made no men¬ 
tion of consultation with the residents 
of the islands, but said that Australia 
would set up a representative form of 
local government "which would even¬ 
tually be fully elected". 

So far as Sen. Withers is concerned, 
the "new Cocos initiatives" that Potts 
Buffett will be assigned to administer 
on Cocos will be determined by 
Australia. "Newsweek" magazine, 
which covered the plans, quoted Sen. 


Withers as saying "There's going to 
be some changes." 

U.N.rules apply 

But the United Nations may have 
other thoughts. •; f ’: 

Unlike Norfolk Island, Cocos is 
recognised by Australia as a "non¬ 
self-governing territory to which 
Chapter XI of the United Nations 
Charter applies". And that means 
Australia recognises the right of the 
Cocos people to determine their own 
political future. 

The 1975 report of the Senate Stand¬ 
ing Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
Defence argued that independence is 
impractical for Cocos, but said on 
the other hand that full integration in¬ 
to Australia "would not provide the 
Cocos Islanders with the degree of 
autonomy or representation normally 
envisaged as resulting from an act of 
self- determination". 

The Cbmrrtittfee said free associa¬ 
tion with Australia "would be the most 
desirable form of governrtient for Co¬ 
cos in the ftiture.' The evidence it 
had received generally supported this 
path. ' 5: * 

Free association, according to the 
Cdmmittee’s report, would be a form 



COCOS (KESUNG) ISLANDS 


Map from Cocos Is. Annual Report 
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of government "whereby the Islanders $ 
eventually assume responsibility for 
internal self-government while Aust¬ 
ralia exercises responsibility for other 
matters (including foreign relations 
and defence) delegated to her by the 
Islanders. Under such an arrange¬ 
ment, the Cocos Islanders would be 
encouraged to develop and strengthen 
their identity and sense of purpose. " 

six principles 

'In order that the rights of the Island¬ 
ers are protected, " the report continued, 
"we believe that the following provi¬ 
sions must apply to any form of free 
association which might eventuate 
between Australia and the Cocos 
(Keeling) Islands: 

"(1) Association must be freely 
chosen by the inhabitants. 

"(2) The terms of association 
must be clearly and fully set down, 
in a form binding on both parties. 

"(3) The associated territory must 
have substantial powers of internal 
self-government. 

"(4) Reserved powers of the state 
accepting the regime of association 
should not involve arbitrary discre¬ 
tions to intervene in the internal 
affairs of the associated territory. 

"(5) Procedures for termination 
of associated status should exist as 
a continued expression of the right 
to self-determination of the people 
of the associated territory. 

"(6) Such procedures for termina¬ 
tion should be available equally to 
both parties." 

Cook Is. and Niue 
used as models 

In arguing the merits of free 
association between Cocos and Aust¬ 
ralia, the Committee gave exam¬ 
ples of how this form of govern¬ 
ment has worked elsewhere, and 
said it has been viewed as M an 
acceptable solution to the problems 
of small non-self-governing terri¬ 
tories. " 

The Cook Islands and Niue were 
cited as examples of free associa¬ 
tion - both having internal self- 
government in association with New 
Zealand. 

Cocos presents difficulties for 
any evolution of improved govern¬ 
ment. The Island group, which is 
located farther N, W. of Perth than 
Norfolk is N.E. of Sydney, has a 
tiny population and a one-crop 
plantation economy. 

The largest population group - 


372 people at the pn<3P6f 1976 -are 
*. Cocos Malays, whqse families 
arrived 150 years a^gO. They seem 
to visitors to be content in their iso¬ 
lated village life. Their views about 
future government are difficult to 
determine because they have had 
little education, little experience 
of the world, and no political tradi¬ 
tion. 

Peter Hastings, one of Aus tr alia # s 
best-informed and best-respected 
writers on island matters, feels Aust¬ 
ralia should have done something 
about this state of affairs. 

"For 20 years Australia has ob¬ 
durately refused to educate the 
Malay community on its rights to 
proper education, to free labour 
associations, and to freedom of 
movement in and outside the island 
community, ” he wrote at the time 
of a U.N. visit in 1974. 

When the U. N. mission members 
asked a meeting of the Cocos people 
about their aspirations and their in¬ 
terest in the outside world, said, 
Hastings, "The answer was a loud 
shuffling of feet. There was no in¬ 
terest; and for that former Australian 
Governments bear the blame. " 

Queen Victoria kept 
right to repossess 

The Cocos Islands were uninhabit¬ 
ed when John Clunies-Ross and 
another Englishman established 
settlement there in 1826 and 1827. 
High-grade palms were brought in 
and a plantation built up. Mr. 
Clunies-Ross brought in Malays to 
work the plantation, who were the 
forebears of the Cocos* present in¬ 
habitants. 

Fearing that an unwelcome na¬ 
tion might move in on the Cocos 
Islands, Clunies-Ross appealed to 
England to make them part of the 
Empire, and in 1857, Captain Fre¬ 
mantle of H.M. S. Juno - a great 
friend of the Pitcairn settlers on 
Norfolk - declared Cocos part of the 
British Dominions. 

In 1886 Queen Victoria recognised 
George Clunjtea-Ross's position in the 
Islands by granting him and his heirs 
all land on the Islands forever. 

The Australian Government em¬ 
phasises tbit Queen Victoria's grant 
to Cluni^4&oss specifically reserved 
the right' to resume possession, and 
prohibited sale of the land without 
the Crown’s permission. (Neither of 
these conditions were stated in grants 
of Norfolk land made to the Pitcairn 
settlers.) 

Australia bought land from the 
Clunies-Ross Estate on West Island 


for an airfield in 1951. The Govern¬ 
ment's administration operation is 
located on West Island, and consists 
(including families) of 100 people 
from Australia. 

Four kilometres across the coral 
lagoon is Home Island, where John 
Clunies-Ross, his Estate Manager, 
their families and the other perman¬ 
ent residents of Cocos live -448 in 
all. 

The Australian Government report¬ 
edly offered Mr. Clunies-Ross $3. 5 
million for his land earlier this year. 
Mr. Clunies-Ross responded by say¬ 
ing he felt it was worth between 
$25M and $30M. At first he made 
pessimistic remarks about his chances 
of preventing an Australian take-over, 
but more recently his attitude seems 
to have become more determined. 

Quarantine Station 

As yet there has been no announce¬ 
ment of his reaction to the Australian 
Parliament's extending its Land Acqui 
sition Act to Cocos. The Act was 
also extended to Norfolk, and the 
Norfolk Island Council objected 
strongly at its October 19th meeting, 
calling for an amendment to take 
Norfolk back out of the Act again. 

One of the important interests 
Australia has in Cocos is as a poss¬ 
ible site for a High Security Animal 
Quarantine Station. 

The Minister for Health, Mr. R.J. 
Hunt, told the House of Representat¬ 
ives last November that die Gov¬ 
ernment had decided to go ahead 
with the Cocos Quarantine Station 
which had first been recommended 

in 1973 by the Public Works Com¬ 
mittee. 

Mr. Hunt said an off-shore 
Quarantine Station was "the only 
means by which Australia can ob¬ 
tain direct access to the best genet¬ 
ic material available in a number 
of countries, without exposing our 
livestock industries to an otherwise 
inacceptable disease risk." 

He added that "The Government’s 
decision has been made in the light 
of the direct and substantial benefit 
which will accrue to Australia’s 
livestock industries and hence to 
Australia and Australians generally." 

Negotiations with Mr. Clunies- 
Ross be gain soon afterward. So far 
as The News is aware, no agree¬ 
ment has been reached. With Sen. 
Withers* new Cocos initiatives and 
the extension of the Land Acquisition 
Act, Australia may be able to move 
ahead with the Quarantine Station 
and leave it to the courts to decide 
how much Mr. Clunies-Ross will be 
paid. 
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ISLAND 



^ what’s on 

► where to find it 

► best shopping 
^ Island map 

► Norfolk calendar 


^ opening & closing times 

► airline schedules 

► radio programmes 

^ shipping information 
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ROUDS 

(Norfolk Island) Limited 


PRESENT FOR YOl'R INSPECTION THE WORLD-FAMOUS LADIES AND GENTS 

OMEGA watches 

TIS S 0 T watches 
LAN CO watches 

ALL SWISS WATCHES AND FULLY GUARANTEED 



ROUDS 


ALSO PRESENT A FULL RANGE OF 


Royal doulton figurines 
Lladro and Dresden figurines 
Hummel and Royal Copenhagen 
The Danish Flora Danica jewellery 



ALL 


ROUDS 


DIAMOND RUBY - SAPPHIRE ■ EMERALD RINGS 

ARE HAND MADE AND WITH EVERY RING 
AN - A US T R ATI A N VALUATION CERTIFICATE l S ISSUED 



ROUDS 



SPECIALISE IN A 1. L RING REMAKES 


SHOP AT 


ROUDS 







PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must". 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam - 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret- and -scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cotton dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souvenifs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


CHURCHES 

METHODIST 

Sunday school 10am; services at 
11am and 7. 30pm. Pitcairn praise 
service last Sunday of month. 

Rev. Harold J. Gorrell 


CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
All Saints (Kingston) 10. 30am Sun¬ 
days (Communion 1st Sun. in month) 
St. Barnabas Chapel evening prayer 
service 7.30pm Sun. Sunday school 
(Pitcairn Hall) 9.15am. Rev. Philip 
Kitchin 


SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
Sabbath school 45am Sat., service 
at 11.15am, Youth service 2.30pm. 
Pastor Laurence Gilmore, 


CATHOLIC 

Masses Sunday at 8am and 9.30am, 
and daily at 5.30pm. Fr. Des Scanlon. 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 8- 1L 30 and 12.15-4 
Mondays through Thursday, but on 
Fridays everything happens one hour 
later: open at 9, lunch from 12.30- 
1.15, then open until 5. 

TELEPHONES ; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC build¬ 
ing in New v Cascade Road 10am - 8pm 
Mon-Fri; 10am-6pm Sat; 10-12 and 
3-6pm Sun. Sydney calls $3.75 for 
3 minutes; Auckland calls $4.68 for 
3 minutes. 

TELEGRAMS; Open 9am-6pm Mon- 
Fri; 9am-2.30pm Sat; 9am-2pm Sun. 
Charge 50 a word to Australia or NZ. 
BOND STORE ; (at Kingston) 10am- 
12.00 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. Bond 
store branch at the airport is open for 
plane arrivals and departures seven 
days a week, for passengers only. 
DOCTOR; (at N. I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N. I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 

2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 
to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 1-4. 

STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors east. For back issues of 
Norfolk Island stamps, get in touch 
with Tom Grimshaw, on the Island. 
ADMIN ;8-12 and 12.45-4pm Mon-Fri. 
Accounts, registrar, 10-12 & 12.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12.30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are ppen Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING; Trading. 

Post 7.30-9pm Mon-Sat and 9am- - 
7pm Sun; Burns Pbilp (Middlegate store) 
8.3Oam-8.30pm Mon-Sat. 10am-7pm 
Sun. 

TOURIST BUREAU; (Centre of Burnt 
Pine) 9-12 and 2-4 Mon-Fri but closed 
Wed afternoon; 9-12 Sat, 

EAST-WEST/AIR N.Z. ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays # 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. I 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Sefr 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine,is open 8. 30am-5.30pm 
Mon-Fri, 8. 30am-1. 30pm Sat, 9-12 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you're out of luck. 





THE 

DOCUMENTS 

FOR 12 0 YEARS people on Norfolk 
searched for "the document" proving 
that Queen Victoria and England did 
promise Norfolk to the Pitcairners. 

At last the mystery has been solved; 
there is not one document, but a group 
that has to be read together -- all in 
official archives. 

Here are the eleven key ones, repro¬ 
duced as they appear in official files 
in England and Australia. All in a con¬ 
venient 16-page leaflet, to be read 
and treasured by everyone who cares 
about the Island, 

On sale at Burns Philp, Jensen's and 
the Trading Post at $1. Airmailed to 
Australia, send $1 to Box 94, N.I. - 
to N.Z., send $1.40. 









































NEW! 

from 

Minolta 


Compact and easy-to-use 35mm 
camera with automatic exposure 
control 


$113.50 


HI-MATIC 7sfl 


They’ll never leave you in the dark. 


Minolta Pocket Autopak 450E/430E 

World's most compact pocket 
cameras using No. 110 film cartridge 
with built-in strobe 

One touch built-in strobe pops-out for 
fine flash pictures 

Pocket camera with built-in flash for 
any light condition 


Easy focusing by slide control with 
zone symbols and built-in macro 
lens for the 450E 

With the flashmatic for the 450E 
aperture is automatically adjusted for 
correct exposure when focusing 

Bright viewfinder tells you when the 
flash is necessary 



CAMERALINES 


THE ISLAND'S ONLY COMPLETE PHOTOGRAPhIC STORE 




(£) COPYRIGHT 1977 by Ed Howard 


IT’S A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO 




Here are a. few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Tradipg JPpst 


1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

'• 5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



theTRADING post 


"THE FIRST SHOP YOU COME TO AFTER UNDING AT THE AIRPORT" 

noru 7 riAVO 7 Qfi ft (Except Sundays, when we get lazy and are open 

UrtN f UAld I #0U ol XU JJ pH only from 9 am to 7 pm -- sorry about that....) 

We want to help you make the most of your time,on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods.. .frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and ‘ heat-n-serve* items 
... soft drinks... biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses.. * lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes...wrapping paper...personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars...bug sprays...toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items... novelties... mainland newspapers;... tinopeners... candles... first aid requirements.. .‘olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists* requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats...fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you’ve forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 







MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 


The World’s Premier 


The whole concept of an SLR camera will 
never be the same. With the debut of the 
Canon AE-1, a new chapter in the history 
of the single lens reflex camera has been 
written. 

For the first time in the world, camera 
functions are under the command of a 
Central Processing Unit (CPU). Applica¬ 
tion of electronics for automation of 
controls has* attained such a high tech¬ 
nological development as had never been 
dreamt of. Electronics are used not only 
for determining the exposure, but also 
for automatic control of practically every 
working part. 

Furthermore, completely automatically 
controlled operation has become a reality 
with the various accessories that make the 
AE-1 the world's foremost system 
camera. These are features totally 
unprecedented in the history of SLR 
cameras. For example, the Power Winder 
A can be quickly attached for power- 
driven, automatic film winding at a pace 
of two frames per second to handle 
any action situation, no matter how fast 
the movement. The automatic exposure 
CPU-controlled Speedlite 156A, the first 
of its kind in the world, requires but an 
instant to mount it on the camera, 
extending the automatic functions of the 
camera allthe way into the twilight. 

The high-quality performance that the 
compact AE-1 delivers has actually 
changed the way of shooting with an 
SLR, from a fixed standing position to 
an active pursuit of the subject. From a 
static approadv to true involvement 
with the moving subject. We call this new 
way of shooting "rapid-fire" shooting. 
And it will undoubtedly be recognized 
as the only real way in the future. The 
AE-1 has revolutionized conventional 
photography. It has taken the lead by 
setting the newest trends in SLRs. 


Electronic SLR 


SANSUI 


This tradition of creative engineering in 
audio is one that we at Sansui are proud of, 
and try to maintain at all costs. In the matter 
of costs, however, it is in your interests as 
well as in ours that much of the original audio 
research done at Sansui these days is divided 
between improving audio and electronic 
technology on the one hand while reducing / 
costs and expenses-and ultimately the price 
of our finished products-on the other. 



ALL-SOURCE 4-CHANNEL RECEIVERS 

With Type-A QS Vario-Matrix and CD-4 


SANSUI HIGH FIDELITY HEADPHONES 

Stereo and 4-Channel Listening Pleasure 


SANSUI SOURCE COMPONENTS 

High Fidelity Stereo Cassette Decks with Dolby 

SANSUFS SPEAKER SYSTEMS 
Extra-Large Woofers for Dynamic Realism 


TOP QUALITY INTEGRATED STEREO AMPS & TUNER 

Creatively Engineered Components for Professionals 


SANSUI'S FINEST STEREO EQUIPMENT 

BA/CA Power, Preamplifier and Integrated Amplifier. 


ScltisujL 


JUST LISTEN TO IT! - AT 


MILTONS 

Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 







The 


Norfolk Island 


SUN 


WIND ROSE FOR NOVEMBER 
The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent¬ 
age of die time the wind 
blows from that direction W| 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 
is no wind. 


MON 


TUE 


WED 


—— *0^ 

-- 

V 1 

2 


\ ■Films (Pds & LC) 

■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 


\ BDarts (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 


\ \ ■Open night (Nik) 

■Open night (Nik) 


\ \ BFilm (MRT8.00) 



“1 )E ■C’dants Din. (G) 



6 


■Church services 
■Film. sm'b'd(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. GO) 


7 

■Bousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'4 (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


8 

■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C'dants bin (G) 


9 

■Film. sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


13 

■Church services 
■Film. sm’b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


14 

■ Housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 
■Sm’b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


IFilms (Pds & LC) 
IDarts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■C'dants Din (G) 


16 

■Film. sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


20 


Church services 


■Film. sm’b’d(VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
#Sm’b?d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Darts (RSL) 
-■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 



■Film, sm’b’d (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 


27 

■Church services 
■ Film, sm’b’d (VV7.30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



■Housie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


29 

■Films (Pds & LC) 
■Darts (RSL) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■C’dants Din (G) 


30 

■Film, sm’b'd (VV) 
■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY¬ 
THANKSGIVING DAY 



CAL ENDAR N ° vember 1977 


THUR 

FRI 

SAT 

3 

4 $ 

5 

■Housie (LC) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ SDA service 

■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Housie (RSL8. 00) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Film (MRT8. 00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■Rotary (Nlk6.30) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Film (MRT8. 00) 

10 

iiH 

12 

■ Housie (LC) 

■Film (RSL8. 00) 

■ SDA service 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 

■Open night (Pds) 

■Housie (RSL8. 00) 

■ Film (RSL8. 00) 

■Film (MRT8.00) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 


■Film (MRT8. 00) 


IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


17 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (RSL8.C0) 
■Rotary (Nlk6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


IHousie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
IFilm (RSL8.00) 
IRotary (Nlk6. 30) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 


18 


f 


IFilm (RSL8 . 00) 
•Open night (Pds) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


IFilm (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Pds) 
IFilm (MRT8.00) 


19 

■ SDA service 
■Housie (RSL8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 



I SDA service 
IHousie (RSL8. 00) 
•Open night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


LOCATIONS 

A -Admin. Bldg. 

BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
BF -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
EB -Emily Bay 
G -Garrison RestVt 
CC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Methodist Church 
MRT-Missioh Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson Hall 
RSL -RSLClub 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hall 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas Chapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View RestVt 
YC -Youth Centre 


SOME PAST NOVEMBER EVENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND HISTORY 


November 1, 1914: A Parliamentary delegation reported 
that since the Commonwealth had taken control of the 
Island earlier in the year, the value of Norfolk land had 
almost doubled (from £3 an acre to £5 an acre), 

November 4, 1763 : The birthday of John Adams, the 
last of the M Bounty" mutineers to survive on Pitcairn. He 
became highly religious and was the patriarch of the 
Pitcairn race. 


New South Wales took it upon himself to abolish Norfolk 
Island's constitution and the Pitcairners' almost-100- 
year-old laws. He seized full control himself and end¬ 
ed a century of self-government. 

November 15, 1828: George Hunn Nobbs, a British ad¬ 
venturer, landed at Pitcairn Island and settled into die 
community. He eventually became the pastor, and was 
ordained by Queen Victoria, on Nov. 30, 1852. 


November 14, 1896; Governor Viscount Hampden from 


November 29, 1838 : Pitcairn became a Crown Colony - 
the first with women's suffrage and compulsory education. 







green jade statuettes 
direct from Peking 


diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, sapphires 

opals 


and amber 


from the Baltic Sea 


ONLY DIRECT IMPORTS 



Taylor’s Rd. - The Exclusive Shopping Centre 

NOW ON DISPLAY -- AN ELEGANT SELECTION OF GOLD CHARM BRACELETS AND CHARMS 



BEST BUYS 

YOU'LL FIND YOUR OWN "Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island's leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here’s 
what they told us: 

Cameralines :"We have just discount¬ 
ed Yashica move cameras by 20 °Jc 
off our already low prices. We are 
also offering huge savings on com¬ 
plete movie outfits, top brands, " 

■ 

International Duty-Free : "Adidas - 
freshly arrived on the Island - track 
suits and road shoes priced from 
$9. 95. We have a large range, and 
prices are around half N.Z. levels. ” 


Proud*s : "Omega watches". 

■ 

Casa Kui; "Our jewellery and other 
beautiful arts from China, because 
of our long-standing direct con¬ 
nections there." 

■ 

Martin's Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers and hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 

■ 

Miltons : "The Johnson *Viking'352D 
Citizens Band AM/SSB transceiver 
at $184.95; Canon's AE-1 auto-elec¬ 
tronic 35mm SLR camera for $339." 


The Trading Post : "We have same- 
day Australian and New Zealand news¬ 
papers, five evenings a week, planes 
permitting. " 


Pacific Hire Cars: "Genuine Casio dig¬ 
ital watches with stop watch & day/date, 
for only $49. 95. The latest model- it 
would be 2 or 3 times as much at home." 


Norfolk trader ; "Braun 'Quadro' el¬ 
ectronic table lighter & ash trays $16, 



"Norfolk Airlines' New Plane" 


ACROSS 

2. (with 3 down) Air¬ 
line founder 

6 . Blocked 

7. Not as we t 

8. Plan 

9. Duct 
11. Air.. 

13. Sea 

15. Word of greeting 

18. Course-finding 

19. Warm 

20. Is erect 


DOWN 

1. Aircraft maker 

2. Cipher 

3. (with 2 across) 
Airline founder 

4. Goodbye 

5. Grub 

10. The -- NLA plane 
12. Course 

14. Pertaining to birds 

15. Caps 

16. Edge 

17. Type of chop 


& eGHHOB 
CsBCJ UU Q B 
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Tm NORFOLK I RADER 



TRANSMISSION STARTS WITH BREAKFAST SHOW BEGINNING 7AM EVERY DAY BUT SUNDAY 


ABC NEWS REPORTS AT 7.30, 8.00, 8,30, 12.30, 1.00, 2.00, 2.30, 3.00, 3.30, 8.30 
NORFOLK ISLAND LOCAL NEWS NOTICES AT 7.40, 8.40, 10.00, 12.00, 1.05 f 


NORFOLK 

RADIO 

MONDAY 

9.15 My Word 

10. 05 Down Memory Lane 

10.45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Concert Half-Hour 

12. 05 Book Reviews 
4-6. 30 Mixed Music 

Michele & Marita 

6.30 Rowdy's Roundup 

7.30 BBC Rock Line 

8. 00 News. C&W Show 

8. 30 Top Pops 

9. 00 News 

9.15 Feature Artist Special 

10. 00 Live Concert 
TUESDAY 

9.15 Melody Time 

10. 05 Music from Shows& 
Films 

10. 30 Hospital Programme 

10. 45 Morning Serial 

11. 00 Notes from the Past 

12. 05 Ticker, Tape& Phone 

1.30 Methodist Programme 


4-7. 00 Shut Down 

7. 05 Children's Story 

7.30 Sentimental Journey 

(Jazz Programme) 

8.45 Castles on the air 

9.30 Dutch Jazz Scene 

10.30 Close 
WEDNESDAY 
d, 15 Comedy 

10. 05 Light Music from 
Netherlands 

10.45 Morning Serial 
12...05 World Affairs 

2\ 00 (First Wed. of Mth. 

only) N. I. Council Mtg. 
4. 00 Linda & Dilly 
Tots to Teens 
7. 00 Pick of the Week 

v Prog, includes Comedy 
Drama, Book Reviews 
THURSDAY 

9.15 Magazine of Arts 
10. 05 Jamaica Inn 

10.45 Morning Serial 


11. 00 Requests 

12. 05 World Affairs Prog. 

I. 30 S.D. A. Prog. 

4-7.00 Shut Down 

7. 00 (First Thurs. in Mth 

only) Council Re-brdcst. 
7. 05 Waterways of World 

7. 30 Melody Time 

8. 00 Just a Minute 

9. 00 House of Windsor 
FRIDAY 

9.15 Comedy Show 

10. 05 BBC Rock Line(Music) 

10.45 Morning Serial 

II. 00 Rhythms of Change 

12. 05 Science/Sports 

1.30 Church of Eng. Prog. 
4-6. 00 Shut Down 

6. 00 Vivat Rex 

7. 00 Programme Surround¬ 

ed by Fine Music 
SATURDAY 
10. 00 Mainly Pop 

10.30 Aust.& local news 


11. 00 Top of Pops 

12. 00 Local News 

12.15 Swop Shop 

1. 00 R. A. Sports Relay 
4. 30 Young Mood 

6. 30 German Dance 

Bands 

7. 05 Comedy' 

7. 30 Movin' Music 

9. 00 Dr. Findlay's Case Book 

9.45 Big Band Sound 

10. 30 Close 
SUNDAY 

12.30 Middles 

2. 00 R. A. Relay 

4.30 Vibes to do it by 

6. 30 Wilfred Thomas Show 

7. 00 Sunday Radio, 

drama, music etc. 


FLIGHTS 

PROM & TO AUCKLAND 
Every Sunday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday - 
Arrive 10. 30, Depart 12.15 


FROM & TO SYDNEY 
Every day except Tuesdays 
- arrives 2.15, departs 3.15, 
Exception: a flight arrives Tues¬ 
day 1st 1.45, departs Wed. 10.45 


TO & FROM BRISBANE/LORD HOWE 
To Brisbane daily, twice on Sat. & 

Sun. From Brisbane daily except 
Mon., twice on Fri., Sat., Sun. 

To Lord Bowe& back Mon., Wed. 




LESS THAN 1/3 SYDNEY PRICE!! 


CITIZEN 

Quartz Digital Alarm 

Now you'll never have to have a wake up call at an hotel 
again. You'll have an automatic reminder of easy to forget 
events like when to take your medicine or when you have to go 
to that special meeting. The easy to set 24 hour alarm reminds 

J rou of what's on the agenda with a gentle beep beep beepl 
t's from Citizen. One of the largest wqtch companies in the 
world. We're in the forefront of quartz/timekeeping technology. 


Gold Plated 165 


PRENTICE’S: 


THE DIGITAL WATCH CENTRE 


































IN 1907 MARIA BAILEY MARRIED DICK HEAPS AND ON HIS RETIREMENT HE 
BUILT THE ISLAND HOME OF "HILLCREST" FROM TIMBERS BOUGHT 
FROM THE MELANESIAN MISSION AND THE CONVICT-HEWN STONES 
FROM THE RUINS AT KINGSTON AND MADE A FINE ISLAND HOME. 


IN 1977 


IT IS STILL POSSIBLE TO ENJOY THE RELAXING AND HOMELY 
ATMOSPHERE OF AN EARLY ISLAND HOUSE BY DINING AT 


Maria Heaps Restaurant 

NEXT TO THE HILLCREST HOTEL. TAYLOR’S ROAD - BETWIXT BURN PINE & KINGSTON 


WHERE YOU CAN DINE SIX DAYS IN A WEEK AND EACH TIME' BE OFFERED 
A DIFFERENT SELECTION OF ISLAND, PACIFIC OR INTERNATIONAL DISHES 

THE A LA CARTE MENU CHANGES DAILY 


Phone 2255 -- Open daily from 7 p.m. except Thursday - - Restaurant bar opens 6p.m. 


LIGHT HOT AND COLD LUNCHES - DAILY FROM NOON-1.30P.M. 


1978 

Norfolk 

Island 

Calendar 



The calendar makes a lovely gift - with 
charming line drawings of the Island 
by Bruce Treloar - worth keeping and 
framing. Now on sale at leading shops 
on Norfolk. 

If you'd like to have one air¬ 
mailed to Australia, send $3. 50 to 
Ruth Wiseman, P.O.Box 233. 



MISSION ROAD 



NORFOLK ISLAND’S 
SPECIALISTS FOR 
FILMS & EQUIPMENT 


EIKI 

NEW & SECOND-HAND 

16mm SOUND 

Projector Sales & Service 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE 
OF SPARES IN STOCK 


LARGE RANGE OF 

FEATURE 

FILMS 

IN OUR LIBRARY 

FOR HIRE 


CONTACT 0 5 FOR YOUR: PROJECTOR a FILM \ REQUIREMENTS 

















SAME-DAY NEWSPAPERS 
late In the day Wed 
-Thurs-fri-Sat-Sun 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 


at the 

TRADING 

POST 


ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+A 

A. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE 



< ' • * &x 

A B C + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC + ABC+ABC + AB 



Point'n Shoot. 
Only by Vivitar. 


From the beginning, the Vivitar name has been a 
FROM $39. - mark of highest quality. 

In photographic lenses Filters. And electronic 
flash equipment. 

In fact, there are probably more Vivitar lenses and 
flash equipment being sold today for precision 
cameras than any other name. 

And now, you’ll find the same Vivitar quality and 
commitment to excellence built into every 
Point’n Shoot camera. 


l\/f TT TfWQ NORFOLK’S COMPLETE 
IVI 1 JU I V/lNO DUTY FREE CENTRE 


UABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+ABC+u 












Charging the world's 
standanoof accuracy. 

the Seiko Quartz Collection encompasses Seiko sold the world's first quartz 

a wide and exciting scope of quartz watches wristwatch. And Seiko even makes every part 
for men and women. Quartz guaranteed of every watch (except for the battery) to 

accurate to withjn one second per month. ensure impeccable quality control and a 

Ultra-thin quartz. Day/date Quartz. Digital superb product. Whatever Seiko Quartz 

quartz watches with liquid crystal for continu- model you select, you get more than just a 
ous readout to the second, and no buttons technologically advanced timepiece.You get 

to push. Even a digital quartz chronograph. the watch that's changing the world's 

It's what you'd expect of Seiko. standard of accuracy. Seiko Quartz. 



Norfolk’s Complete Duty-Free Centre 






AT LAST AUSTRALIANS HAVE ACCESS TO A NEW TREASURE-HOUSE OF 


NORFOLK 

TO MAKE SURE they had the facts 
about Norfolk Island quickly at hand 
during their mission to Australia, the 
delegation from the Island Council 
worked untold hours on a series of 
"fact sheets" to carry with them. 

Each fact sheet covered some 
particular aspect of Norfolk's situa¬ 
tion that is important in considering 
what kind of government should re¬ 
place the existing colonial-style ad¬ 
ministration. 

In this issue of The News we reprint 
most of the fact sheets, so that our 
readers can know what sort of informa¬ 
tion the delegation gave to people in 
Australia. 

Because of space limitations we 


FACTS 

have not reprinted five of the fact 
sheets. 

FACT SHEET: 

THE TRANSACTION BY WHICH THE 
PITCAIRNERS WERE GIVEN RIGHTS 
ON NORFOLK ISLAND BY THE BRIT¬ 
ISH GOVERNMENT (1856) 


The British government's penal 
colony on Norfolk Island was finally 
closed in 1656. The government 
had therefore offered the Island to 
the community of 193 people on Pit¬ 
cairn Island, which was then a fully 
self-governing British possession. 

The terms of this offer, which was 
made with the authority of the Sec- 


FACT SHEET: 

KEY DATES IN NORFOLK ISLAND 
HISTORY 


1774 Norfolk Island discovered by 
Captain James Cook. 

1788 Establishment of first convict 
settlement on Norfolk Island. 

1789 Mutiny aboard HMS "Bounty" 
in the South Pacific, 

1790 Mutineers and Tahitians settle 
on Pitcairn Island. 

1838 Pitcairn Islanders adopt laws 
for compulsory education and 
women's suffrage (the first 
part of British Empire to do so). 

1847 British Government decides to 
close Norfolk Island as a penal 
settlement. 

1856 May 3... 193 members of Pit¬ 
cairn Island community accept 
offer of British Government to 
abandon Pitcairn in favour of 
Norfolk. 

June 8.. .Arrival of settlers at 
Norfolk Island aboard the 
"Morayshire". 

June 24. ..Order of Her Majesty 
Queen Victoria in Council mak¬ 
ing Norfolk Island a "separate 
and distinct settlement" within 
the British Empire. 

1896 December.. ♦ Viscount Hampden 
(Governor of Norfolk Island) ille¬ 
gally abolishes all Norfolk Island 
laws, proclaims new laws and 
appoints outside Chief Magistrate 
to reside on Norfolk Island. All 
powers of self-government lost. 

1897 January... Order in Council gives 
the Governor of New South Wales 
full power to administer Norfolk 
Island. 


1908 Governor Sir Harry Rawson requires 
Islanders resident in buildings at 
Kingston to relinquish all claim 
to their ownership or be evicted. 
Most families were evicted. 

1913 Norfolk Island Act passed allow - 
ing Australia to accept Norfolk 
Island as a territory. 

1914 Britain by Order in Council con¬ 
veys administration of Norfolk 
Island to Australia (see paper on 
Constitutional Relationship of 
Norfolk Island and Australia). 

1939/ World War 11. New Zealand 

45 troops stationed on Norfolk Island. 
Airport constructed. 

1960s Substantial growth of tourist in¬ 
dustry. 

1965/ Use of Norfolk Island by Aust 

72 ralians for income tax avoidance 
purposes. 

1975 May... Royal Commission estab¬ 
lished to enquire into Norfolk 
Island's relationship to Australia, 
and its future form of govern¬ 
ment. 

1976 March.,. The Berwick Case judg¬ 
ment. 

November... Royal Commission 
Report tabled in the Australian 
Parliament. 

1977 February... All eight elected 
Norfolk Island Councillors 
appeal to United Nations for 
protection against political 
integration of Norfolk Island 
into Australia without the con¬ 
sent of the Norfolk Island elect¬ 
orate. 

May... Solemn declarations by 
642 Norfolk Island electors favour 
a separate political status for 
Norfolk Island by a margin of 
94°/c to 6<7c. 


retary of State for Colonies, and sub¬ 
sequently ratified by an Imperial Or¬ 
der in Council, were the following: - 
The Pitcairn people were given 
outright personal ownership of 
virtually all the land and build¬ 
ings on Norfolk Island, to be div¬ 
ided amongst themselves as they 
chose. A few public buildings 
such as the old gaol and some 
700 acres of land were to be re¬ 
served for the benefit of die com¬ 
munity as a whole. The Pitcairn¬ 
ers were to continue to elect their 
own public officials and make 
their own laws. 

To make this offer a reality Nor¬ 
folk Island was declared a distinct 
and separate British settlement. A 
governor was appointed as a link to 
the Crown. The first constitution 
was settled between the Governor 
and Island representatives, ensuring 
that the Islanders retained govern¬ 
ment as they had enjoyed on Pit¬ 
cairn. There was no procedure for 
the disallowance of any laws the 
people might make, excepting only 
by die Queen in Council. 

The documents describing die 
authorisation for, the terms of, and 
the acceptance and ratification of 
the offer made by the British gov¬ 
ernment to the Pitcairn Islanders are 
reproduced in the publication "Re¬ 
production of the Eleven Basic His- . 
torical Documents of the Pitcairn 
Settlers" (Norfolk Island, 1977). 

The significance and import of 
these documents was not consider¬ 
ed by the Royal Commission. 

On Norfolk Island, limited land 
grants were made to die original 
Pitcairn families and some of their 
descendants. Slightly less than half 
of the Island was granted in this way. 
The remainder still rests in the hands 
of die Crown. The agreement that 
the settlers would continue to be 
self-governing was observed (sub¬ 
ject to considerable interference by 
the Governor) until 1896 when it was 
illegally dishonoured by Governor 
Hampden. 


FACT SHEET: 

HOW NORFOLK ISLAND LOST SELF- 
GOVERNMENT in 1896 


The Governor of Norfolk Island 
was subject in his powers to the 
Rules and Regulations ordered by 
Queen Victoria in Council in 1856. 
These limited his lawi-making and 
land-gran ting powers to actions 
which accorded with the "laws 
and usages" by which the Pitcairn 
people had governed themselves 
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first on Pitcairn Island, and then 
on Norfolk Island. On November 
14, 1896 Governor Hampden, in 
violation of these Rules and Regu¬ 
lations, proclaimed the Island's 
constitution changed. 

The wordihg of his proclamation 
makes ho reference to these Regula¬ 
tions. 

The Norfolk Islanders protested 
through a petition to the Queen. 
However, Governor Hampden ad¬ 
vised the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies that Norfolk Island was in 
a shocking condition and the peti¬ 
tion was not acted upon. 

Contemporary accounts of Norfolk 
Island and a close examination of 
reports on which Governor Hampden 
based his bad opinion of the Islands 
industry, orderliness and morals, 
indicate clearly that the Island was 
in fact peaceful, well governed, 
and probably of as good moral tone 
as most parts of the British Empire 
at the time. 

In 1897 a new Order in Council 
gave Governor Hampden officially 
the power he had usurped in 1896, 
but he did not use it to ratify his 
earlier actions. 

Norfolk Island has been without 
democratic government since 1896, 
being governed by overseas-appoint¬ 
ed Administrators and non-respon- 
sible legislators, first as a British 
Crown Colony until 1914, and as an 
Australian Crown Colony since that 
time. 

Britain handed Australia the right 
and the responsibility to administer 
Norfolk Island in 1914. 

The nature of the powers and obli¬ 
gations acquired by Australia in 
1914 wafc described in a written le¬ 
gal opinion put to the Commission 
but not analysed by the Commission. 


FACT SHEET: 

SOCIAL WELFARE PROVISION ON 
NORFOLK ISLAND 


The Norfolk Island community is 
small and tightly knit. Tiie extended 
family is still a real force in the care 
of those in need. The support of the 
community and of neighbours is not 
only reliable but constant. There is 
no analogy between the social prob¬ 
lems of urban Australia and those of 
rural Norfolk: on Norfolk Island loneli¬ 
ness and crime are virtually unlqiown. 
These facts notwithstanding, the com¬ 
munity provides considerable direct 
aid from its own resources. Because 
Norfolk Island is a small community, 
the circumstances of all persons requir¬ 
ing aid are known individually and 


their needs anticipated. 

MEDICAL CARE 

the Island operates and pays for its 
own hospital under a fuli$ qualified 
government medical officer and 
nursing staff. The Island pays for 
people in need of hospital or medical 
services who do not have sufficient 
means to pay. (This includes all 
people receiving "special allowances"). 

The hospital also serves as a home 
for old people who require more or 
less permanent care. There is a visit¬ 
ing nurse service. 

Most Islanders belong to one or other 
of the medical benefit funds of Aust¬ 
ralia. 

The Island provides a dental service 
(free for school children) with a fully 
qualified dentist. 

EDUCATION 

The Island runs and pays for its own 
school and education programme. 
Throughout this century the Island has 
enjoyed the services of the New South 
Wales Education Department which 
has provided teachers and-expert help. 
The school follows tae New South 
Wales curriculum to School Certifi¬ 
cate level; scholarships are avail¬ 
able fcr further education and for 
trade courses in Australia, New Z, al¬ 
and and elsewhere. 

AGE BENEFITS 

Aged people in need, irrespective 
of their capital assets, receive a 
"special allowance" of $25 per week. 
The system of making the allowance 
available is administrative in that 
such payments are not made by virtue 
of any local Ordinance. Nonetheless it 
is highly effective. 

The Norfolk Island Council has de¬ 
clared its policy of extending the 
categories of welfare need and of 
raising the level of assistance to 70- 
lOO^c of mainland welfare rates. 

This policy is being actively imple¬ 
mented on a gradual basis as the 
Island's finances permit. It is be¬ 
lieved that the ability to disburse 
such benefits is undoubted if the 
Island's tourist economy is allowed 
to develop as at present. 

OTHER 

x{Te~ Wives and Mothers Club 
operates a pre-school centre at 
its own expense, and has-raised the 
funds for its own building which 
opened recently. 

Many other needs of the commun¬ 
ity are met by service clubs. Nor¬ 
folk Island has branches cf the Lions, 
Rotary, Country Women's Associa¬ 
tion, Red Cross, Far West, Scouts 
and Guides. It also has local asso¬ 
ciations such as thq Sunshine Club 
(hospital auxiliary), Parents and 
Citizens (which gives exceptional 
support to the school), and Council 


of Youth which provides a Youth 
Club with sports and social program¬ 
mes. 


FACT SHEET: 

ECONOMIC POSITION OF NORFOLK 
ISLAND - NORFOLK ISLAND PAYS ITS 
OWN WAY 


The Norfolk Island Public Account 
showed a net surplus of $A94, 483 for 
the 1976-1977 financial year (see attach¬ 
ed statements of Revenue and Expend¬ 
iture from the Norfolk Island Govern¬ 
ment Gazette). 

Norfolk Island pays for all its own 
education, health, hospital, welfare, 
works, police, administration and 
all other internal services; it runs its 
own self-sufficient undertakings for 
electricity, lighterage (for shipping) 
and telephones. 

Norfolk Island receives a grant of 
$A126, 000 from the Australian govern¬ 
ment. The majority of this money 
is spent on expenditures required for 
carrying out the Australian govern¬ 
ment's own policies which are not 
related to local Island needs. 

In considering whether Norfolk Isl¬ 
and represents a net cost to the Aust¬ 
ralian taxpayer, or whether on the 
contrary Australia is a net benefici¬ 
ary from Norfolk Island, it is necess¬ 
ary to consider the benefits accruing 
to each side. A balance sheet of 
major items is as follows: - 
Benefits flowing from Australia to 
Norfolk IsiamP 

Annual grant of $A126, 000 

Protection by Australian defence 
forces and treaties. 

Diplomatic representation and the 
use erf Australian passports. 

Use of Australian coinage and the 
Australian banking system. 

Availability of Australian High 
Court for appeals from the Norfolk 
Island Supreme Court. 

Availability of specialist know¬ 
ledge with regard to plant, diseases, 
conservation, archives etc. 

Assistance in drafting laws. 

Supervision of Island administra¬ 
tion by an eleven-person group in 
Canberra. 

Mercy medical flights by R.A. A.F. 
Hercules aircraft. 

Periodic inspection of accounts by 
Auditor-General's Department. 

Screening and selection of Island 
doctor, dentist and senior administra¬ 
tion officials. 

Benefits flowing from Norfolk Island 

to Australia 

Norfolk Island is - 

An essential base for the collec- 
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tion of meteorological data for 
Australian and Pacific weather fore¬ 
casts. 

An Australian-controlled airport 
and international air-navigation 
facility; an element in Australia's 
international air agreements. 

A potential defence outpost be¬ 
yond mainland Australia. 

A foreign exchange earner for 
Australia (estimated $NZ3, 000, 000 
per annum). 

Site of national heritage buildings 
and township linked with early 
Australian history. 

An economic zone covering the 
resources of the sea and the seabed 
of over 321, 000 sq. km. around Nor¬ 
folk Island. 

We believe that the benefits ex¬ 
tracted from Norfolk Island by Aust¬ 
ralia far outweigh any commitment, 
monetary or otherwise, made by 
Australia to Norfolk Island, past or 
present. 

FACT SHEET: 

TAXATION AVOIDANCE BY AUST¬ 
RALIANS USING NORFOLK ISLAND 


Evidence was given before the Royal 
Commission on Norfolk Island, and no¬ 
where contradicted, that in the early 
1960s the Australian government adopt¬ 
ed a policy of permitting Norfolk Isl¬ 
and to be developed as a tax haven. 

It appears to have been thought that 
such a development would benefit the 
Island and would facilitate the flow 
of overseas capital into Australia. 

Between 1965 and 1972 Norfolk 
Island was attractive to a variety of 
Australian companies and individuals 
because it offered legal ways of mini¬ 
mising Australian income tax. In 1972 
the government announced its inten¬ 
tion to end this situation by legisla¬ 
tion; such legislation was passed in 
1973, retrospective to the date of the 
announcement. 

The Royal Commission made a find¬ 
ing that this law had been effective 
in putting an end to income tax avoid¬ 
ance. The Minister responsible for 
Norfolk Island, Senator Withers, dur¬ 
ing his visit to Norfolk Island in June 
1977 said in an interview that to the 
best of his knowledge the use of Nor¬ 
folk Island as an income tax haven 
had been eradicated. 

Norfolk Island can still be attract¬ 
ive to Australians wishing to'avoid or 
minimise stamp and/or gift duty, and 
imposts payable on death, but in these 
respects the position of Norfolk Island 
must be compared to alternative means 


of achieving these ends within Aust¬ 
ralia. In the case of death duties, 
the decision of the Queensland govern¬ 
ment to abolish death duties from 
January 1977*has an immensely great¬ 
er impact, and in the case of stamp 
duties resort to the Australian Capi¬ 
tal Territory and the Northern Terri¬ 
tory is likely to be of far greater sig¬ 
nificance. 

The Australian government has 
control of the laws of Norfolk Island. 

At present there is no local control. 
The continuation of any avoidance 
activity is therefore under the legis¬ 
lative control of the government of 
Australia. Acts by Australians in 
accordance with Australian-controlled 
laws are not matters for which the 
people of Norfolk Island can be held 
responsible. 

The protection of the Australian 
revenue is an Australian problem un¬ 
der Australian control, and not one 
for which Norfolk Island can be 
"blamed". It is ridiculous to suggest 
that the Nimmo Report be implement¬ 
ed to solve a tax problem. 


FACT SHEET: 

Interviewer: "What you said was - 
'My only interest is to do what the 
people of Norfolk Island want and 
what is best for them*." 

Sen. Withers: "Yes." 

from an interview with Sen. 
Withers on Norfolk Island... 
recalling a statement by him 
on radio broadcast of previous 
day. 

WHAT NORFOLK ISLANDERS WANT : 
L Norfolk Islanders want no change 

in the status of their Island without a 
full and open discussion and analysis 
of the economic, social and political 
implications of any suggested change. 
We believe that no just cause can be 
compromised by such an approach. 

2. Norfolk Islanders want no change 
in status of their Island without the 
freely given consent of the majority 
of the Islanders. 

3. Norfolk Islanders want the rejec¬ 
tion of the major recommendations 
of the Nimmo Report as a totally in¬ 
adequate basis for determining the 
future of the Island. 

4. Norfolk Islanders want the posi¬ 
tion of Norfolk Island at internation¬ 
al law examined before the United 
Nations. 

5. Norfolk Islanders want the help 
of the Australian government in 
establishing democratic internal 
self-government for Norfolk 
Island. 


FACT SHEET: 

NORFOLK ISLAND COUNCIL'S PRO¬ 
POSALS FOR DEMOCRATIC GOVERN¬ 
MENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 


"We believe that the desire of 
the majority (on Norfolk Island) is 
to maintain a strong link wi;h Aust¬ 
ralia, but to have a much greater 
say in their own affairs. For this 
reason we would submit that the 
future status of Norfolk Island and 
its constitutional relationship with 
Australia remain as it presently is, 
but, say, that far greater respon¬ 
sibility and government should go 
to Norfolk Island". 

Mr. Cedric Hampson Q.C., 

Counsel assisting the Royal 
Commission, written summing 
up of the Commission hearings, 
March. 1976. 

The Norfolk Island Council has 
put forward a plan for democratic 
government on Norfolk Island for 
discussion with the Australian gov¬ 
ernment. The major points of this 
plan include - 

- Residents of Norfolk Island to take 
the principal part in determining 
the Island's political future. 

- A Norfolk Island Legislative Assem¬ 
bly of elected members who hold 
office for three years. 

-.The Legislative Assembly to have 
power to make laws for the peace, 
order and good government of 
Norfolk Island, and to be respon¬ 
sible for the raising and expending 
of revenue on Norfolk Island. 

- The Commonwealth of Australia to 
maintain a presence on Norfolk 
Island, having regard to Common¬ 
wealth concerns, but at their own 
expense. 

- The Commonwealth of Australia 
to be responsible, on behalf of 
Norfolk Island, for matters of for¬ 
eign affairs and defence. 

- That liaison* be maintained at all 
times between the Commonwealth 
of Australia and Norfolk Island. 

- That the Commonwealth of Aust¬ 
ralia sight the estimates of the 
Legislative Assembly, and audit 
its accounts. 

- That this programme be developed 
in accordance with a firm time¬ 
table to be agreed between the 
Norfolk Island Council and the 
Commonwealth government. 

- That progress in the implementa¬ 
tion of these proposals be the sub¬ 
ject of major review after five 
years. 
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FACT SHEET: 

THE ROYAL COMMISSION REPORT 
of 1976(THE "NIMMO REPORT*') 


The terms of reference given to 
the Commissioner, Sir John Nimmo 
(May 1975) were - 
".., to make enquiry into and re¬ 
port and make recommendations 
on* 

(1) The future status of Norfolk 
Island and its constitutional re¬ 
lationship to Australia; 

(2) The most appropriate form 

of administration for Norfolk Island 
if its constitutional position were 
changed." 

The Royal Commission Report was 
tabled in the Australian Parliament 
in November. 1976. On December 
16 1976, the government announced 
its intention to undertake responsibil¬ 
ity for maintaining Norfolk Island 
as a viable community. 

The major recommendations of the 
Report, therefore, are the following - 
Recommendation 3, That residents 
of Norfolk Island be included in 
the electorate of Canberra in the 
Australian Capital Territory for 
the purpose of giving them repre¬ 
sentation in the Commonwealth 
Parliament. 

Recommendation 33. That all 


social security, all pension and 
medical, hospital and other health 
benefits dispensed by the Common¬ 
wealth government be extended 
to residents of Norfolk Island. 
Recommendation 39. That citi¬ 
zens in Norfolk Island be made 
liable to the same levels of taxa¬ 
tion and other imposts as apply 
in the Australian Capital Territory. 
Recommendation 71. That in or¬ 
der to give effect to the implica¬ 
tions of the decision in the Ber¬ 
wick Case S. 14 of the Norfolk 
island AcT 1957-1963 be amended 
to provide for all Commonwealth 
legislation, past or future, affect¬ 
ing Australia generally be hence¬ 
forth applicable to Norfolk Island 
unless the contrary is expressly 
stated. 

These four Recommendations are 
identified in ordinary speech with 
"the Nimmo Report", and support 
for or opposition to these four 
Recommendations. 


FACT SHEET: 

THE UNACCEPTABLE ERRORS OF 
THE-NIMMO REPORT 


"A former Secretary-General of 
the South Pacific Commission warn¬ 
ed yesterday that the Federal Gov¬ 


ernment proposals for Norfolk Island 
can well be labelled genocide - the 
destruction of a community." 

Sydney Morning Herald, August 
1977, quoting evidence of 
Mr. W. Foi*syth before the 
Senate Committee on Australia's 
Commitment to the South Pacific 
Region. 

The Nimmo Report is Fallacious 

1. The Nimmo Report declared 

that Norfolk Island costs Aust¬ 
ralia $2. 5 million per annum. 
This is untrue. This figure in¬ 
cludes a $750, 000 subsidy to 
Qantas Airlines which was never 
paid, and $435, 700 for "services" 
provided by the Department of 
Labour and Immigration and the 
Australian Department of Edu¬ 
cation: neither Department 
provides services to the Island. 
Almost all the items listed in 
the Nimmo accounting are either 
in error or contentious. 

The facts are that the total Aust¬ 
ralian contribution to the cost of 
administering Norfolk Island has 
been $126, 000 a year for the last 
three years. In addition, the 
Government pays the cost of 
maintaining its own installations 
on the Island, including the air¬ 
port and meteorological station. 
The Government is also financing 



SOFT LIGHTS 
AND PLEa SANT 
MUSIC ARE 
PART OF THE 
ENJOYABLE 
ATMOSPHERE ;l 
OF THE BOUNTY 
LODGE TAVERN, 
NORFOLK’ S 
LEADING 
LICENSED 
RESTAURANT. 
ENJOY CHOOSING 
FROM OUR FINE 



A LA CARTE 
MENU - - AND 
ENJOY OUR 
ATTENTIVE 
SERVICE AT THE 
COCKTAIL BAR 
AND AT YOUR 
TABLE. 
YOUR EVENING 
^ "ABOARD THE 
BOUNTY" WITH 
US WILL BE 
COMPLETE AND 
MEMORABLE. 



<S€ 


OPEN TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY FROM 7PM. TELEPHONE 2019 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / November 1977 


32 






















the restoration of historic build¬ 
ings on the recommendation of 
the National Trust. 

2 . The Nimmo Commission, after an 
allegedly wide-ranging inquiry, 
declared that there was no sub¬ 
stance to claims concerning the 
rights of Pitcairners resulting from 
their settlement of Norfolk Island 
in 1856. The Commission did. 
not consider historical facts, sub¬ 
sequently documented, showing 
that the British Government 
agreed to give the Pitcairners sub¬ 
stantially the whole of Norfolk 
Island. 

The Nimmo Report is Unjust 

1. ' The Report does not comment 

on Australia's obligations to Nor¬ 
folk which are those of a trustee, 
not those of an owner (see legal 
opinion of Messrs. R.J. Ellicott, 

Q. C., and Mr. M.H. McLelland, 

0. C. in the paper on Norfolk 
Island's Constitutional Relation¬ 
ship to Australia). 

This aspect of the constilional 
relationship needs to be examined 
and reported on. 

2. The Nimmo Report makes no 
comment whatsoever on the 
rights of Norfolk Island under 

the Charter of the United Nations. 
These rights must be examined 
and reported on. 

3. The Minister responsible for Nor¬ 
folk Island has stated publicly 
that the wishes of the Island's 
residents are paramount in his 
thinking. These wishes are known. 

In May 1977, 717: of the electors 
voluntarily signed a solemn declara¬ 
tion rejecting the Nimmo proposals 
by 947c to 67c (see separate paper). 

If this measurement of the resid¬ 
ents' wishes is not acceptable, a 
more reliable measurement should 
be made* 

The Nimmo Report is Destructive 

T. Tourism is critical to the Norfolk 
Island economy. Principally be¬ 
cause of tourism the Island economy 
has developed to a point of reason¬ 
able self-sufficiency. 

A major factor in the Island's success 
as a tourist resort has been the abil¬ 
ity to provide reasonably priced 
holidays for Australians and New 
Zealanders. In the view of the 
Norfolk Island Council, if the 
Island were forced to operate under 
Australian taxes and wage structures 
coupled with increased coastal shipp¬ 
ing freight rates and loss of dealer 
franchises, the scale of the tourist 
industry would seriously diminish, 
thus destroying the self-sufficiency 
of the Island. It is conceivable in 
such circumstances that any act of 
integration of Norfolk Island into 


Australia would force Islanders into 
a position of dependence on Aust¬ 
ralian welfare. 

The Nimmo Report contains no 
analysis of how its main recommen¬ 
dations would affect either the 
Island's economy in general, or 
the tourist industry in particular. 
Investigation of these matters is 
imperative. 

2. The Nimmo Report contains no 
analysis of how its main recommen¬ 
dations would affect Island traditions 
of family and community self-help. 
The Government has made no such 
study. The great majority of 
Islanders believe that change in 
these traditions is undesirable and 
would erode community values. 

3. Norfolk Island is a small island 
of 3, 500 ha. A stable economy 
demands that immigration be con¬ 
trolled. The Nimmo recommenda¬ 
tions may end the Island's ability 
to control immigration. The Gov¬ 
ernment has made no study of the 
consequences of a loss of immigra¬ 
tion control, or how control could 
be maintained. 


FACT SHEET: 

NORFOLK ISLAND TOTALLY OPPOSED 
TO NIMMO RECOMMENDATIONS 
'SOLEMN DECLARATION* POLL 


On examination of the Nimmo Re¬ 
port the Norfolk Island Council con¬ 
sidered that the Report's major 
recommendations were of revolution¬ 
ary significance for the Norfolk Island 
community. 

In consequence they believed that 
a referendum of the Island people was 
essential before any implementation 
of the Report's proposals. 

A request for a referendum to the 
Minister was rejected as "time con¬ 
suming and costly". (In fact, a 
referendum of Norfolk Island could 
be carried out within six weeks at a 
cost of about $300.) 

The Minister failed to respond to 
further requests from the Council for 
a referendum to be held. 

In the face of this continual refu¬ 
sal, a group of citizens determined 
4 to obtain a clear view of public opin¬ 
ion. On May 14, 1977 they called at 
every household on Norfolk Island so 
far as they were able, and offered 
electors a chance voluntarily to sign 
on either side of the following declara¬ 
tion: 

" DECLARATION 

For over 150 years it has been the 
custom on Pitcairn -and then on 
Norfolk Island to decide important 
questions involving our community 


by putting these questions to a 
vote and abiding by the wish of 
the majority. 

In keeping with that eustom, I 
solemnly declare that: 


I support the Nim¬ 
mo Report. I wislj 
Norfolk Island to 
become joined into 
Australia and 1 
wish to accept the 
system of laws, 
benefits and tax¬ 
es that applies in 
Aus tralia. 


I support the Nor¬ 
folk Island Coun¬ 
cil, and I wish 
Norfolk Island to 
remain a distinct 
and separate terri¬ 
tory of Australia 
with its own sys¬ 
tem of laws, bene¬ 
fits and taxes. 


On that day, and in the succeeding 
weeks, some 649 signed declarations 
were collected on strict conditions of 
neutrality and impartiality. The results 
were checked against the electoral roll, 
which had last been drawn up for Coun¬ 
cil elections in July, 1976, arid in addi¬ 
tion, persons of Pitcairn descent were 
noted separately. The results were - 


PRO 

PRO 

NIMMO 

COUNCIL 


3 

8 O 

8 O 

ft. B- 

3 3 

to 1? 

3 % 


On elect¬ 
oral roll 

24 

13 

191 

390 

Entitled to 
be on roll 
but not on 
1976 roll 

1 

1 

26 

46 


25~ 

14~ 

217 

w 


Informal (conditional agreement, 
illegible) 11 


In the absence of a current electoral 
roll it is not possible to say the exact 
size of the electorate, but it is approx¬ 
imately 900. On this basis*. 

717: of all electors signed the declara¬ 
tion 

677 of all electors declared them¬ 
selves pro-Council 
4<Jc of all electors declared them¬ 
selves pro-Nimmo 


Of those who signed the declaration: 
947: were pro-Council 
67: were pro-Nimmo 
and of Pitcairn-descended people who 
signed the declaration 
907: were pro-Council 
107: were pro-Nimmo 
On Tuesday; June 7, while visiting 
Norfolk Island, the Minister, Senator 
Withers, was presented with the results 
of the Declaration and the original 
Declaration forms, by Councillor Blu- 
cher, President of Committees. On 
Thursday, June 9, Senator Withers in 
an interview with press declared the 
Declarations to be "totally completely 
and utterly valueless." 
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Norfolk jtL LI 


QUOTING St. Paul -- "Don't get 
drunk on wine, get drunk on the 
Holy Spirit” - Aue Swift talked 
gently about her work on Norfolk -- 
her two Ladies* Bible study groups. 

. Sunday school class and her 40- 
minute sessions with ten-year-olds 
at our Central School on Tuesday 
mornings. 

Tm not officially a lay preacher," 
she says - M really you have to take 
a course and pass exams. But we 
had a spell at the Methodist Church 
when one of our ministers was away 
sick. We had been filling in with 
anyone who was willing and able. 

I was asked if I would take one Sun¬ 
day sermon, and I loved it. The 
first time was at the Womens* World 
Day of Prayer service about five 
years ago on Norfolk. It is thrilling 
and very fulfilling. 

H 1 came from a deeply Christian 
background. I didn't pay much at¬ 
tention -- not really until I came 
here. There was no particular mo¬ 
ment. not a bright light that sudden¬ 
ly shone, there was a challenge that 
was repeated. There was a gradual 
coming to a relationship and an 
awareness of the relationship. I 
felt I had found something that was 
for me personally -- not just a form 
of relief or busy work. H 

One would think Auk had had ex- . 
tensive voice training, which she 
has not. Her voice is so melodic, 
well modulated and projects so well. 
She obtains an almost immediate 
rapport with her audience - and it's 
definitely a two-way empathy. She 
is inspired and this has a potent 
effect. 

"Speaking in public was one of the 
last things I ever thought of doing. 

But it is exciting. The first time I 
was shaking like a leaf. I took my 
notes to the pulpit with me, being 
sure I'd have to read from them. 

I didn't have to look at them at all. 
There is something -- I have felt it. 

It doesn't have anything to do with 
me --it is just something that God 
does." 

Auk has a lot of studying and prepar¬ 
ation to do now with her four classes 
which meet weekly and her occasion¬ 
al Sunday preaching. She is delight¬ 
ed with die way the 10-year-old 
children at the school are responding. 
Part of the school curriculum, classes 
are taken by the Church of England 
and Methodist-Uniting Church Minis¬ 
ters or their assistants. (If a parent 
objects, a child is not obliged to 



take religious instruction.) 

"For most of the year I've been 
telling them about the rather rousing 
Old Testament stories. In the last 
two or three weeks I've felt I ought 
to get more to the point where Jesus 
is a real person to them - one who 
relates to their own lives." 

Anne and John Swift's home, snugg¬ 
led high up in the bush area of Mt. 
Bates and Mt. Pitt, would be a per¬ 
fect place to live and to study. It 
is absolutely tranquil. There is a 
stillness that is hard to find any¬ 
where in the world. 

John had always looked forward to 
die day when he didn't have to live to 
a clock. He built their lovely home, 
with its Norfolk pine panelling and 
heavy-beamed ceilinged living room, 
with the assistance of a carpenter. 

He and Anne are aiming, as are so 
many of us, for self-sufficiency on 
their property. John is busy farming 
and is also the breadmaker. There 
were two gorgeous loaves of whole¬ 
meal bread cooling on a kitchen 
bench. 

Anne and John's interest in Norfolk 
Island was aroused by Alan Wicker's 
T. V. "Dovn -Under” series back in 
the 1960s. Seeing the segment on 
Norfolk Island in their Yorkshire 
home, they felt it was just the place 
for them and their family. They 
wrote immediately for information 
and found, to their delight, it would 
be possible for them to settle here. 
They purchased a home before their 
arrival and came in on an enter and 
remain permit, with their youngest 
son. (They are residents now.) One 
son had married just before their 
departure. He and another son stay¬ 
ed in England. They have a little 
granddaughter in England whom they 
are longing to see and two grand¬ 
sons in Sydney. 

"Actually, I owe my life I think to 
piy younger son, Keith, " Anne relates. 
"He married a Norfolk girl and lives 
in Sydney with her and their two 


VINC 

sons. About three and a half years 
ago I went down with a long illness. 

I didn't know what it was. Dr. 

Smith suspected a brain tumour. He 
rushed me over to Sydney where I 
had all sorts of tests. I was in hospi¬ 
tal for three or four months. I 
steadily went downhill and was lit¬ 
erally dying. 1 had gone down to 
seven stone. 

"Keith said, 'We can't let this 
happen to Mum.' He got one of the 
elders from his Church who believed 
in Divine healing. He laid his hands 
on my head and asked the Lord to 
heal me. A week later my special¬ 
ist said the encephalograph showed 
nothing. Previously, my husband 
had been told the tumour was too 
deep-seated for surgery, and that 
radium treatments would leave me 
a vegetable. The healing power of 
God had come through someone else. 

I can't help wondering why people 
don't worship God, when they see 
the wonderful things he does. *' 

In response to the question about 
the nihilism which seems to exist in 
many of the developed countries to¬ 
day, Anne said she believes the Lord's 
return is close. 

'These are exciting days to live in, 
although the fulfillment of His prophes 
ies themselves are frightening. The 
lawlessness, high-jacking, horrible 
kinds of violence. We know this 
kind of thing would be, because God 
saw how men would deteriorate when 
they shut Him out. All I can say is 
that it's God's timetable -- the next 
thing is the Lord's return." 

Theologian Sam Keen, in his ex¬ 
cellent work on Gabriel Marcel, says 
that the "dis-ease" of modern man 
arises out of his own effort to organ¬ 
ise the world around himself. "The 
spirit of abstraction and the spirit 
of possession are the foundation- 
stones of that prison which the ego 
builds for itself, " he writes. "In 
order to make concrete approaches 
to being, we must find ways by 
which the ego may break out of its 
self-imposed prisonment and enter 
into fully personal relationships, " 

The first requirement for such re¬ 
lationships is what Marcel calls 
"spiritual availability." 

Anne Swift was obviously Spirit¬ 
ually available", and is an out¬ 
standing example of the strength 
that can come from religious con¬ 
viction. We are fortunate to have 
her on Norfolk; don't miss a chance 
to hear her. 
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EGGS IN CURRIED SALMON 
Cooked quartered eggs add flavour 
and nourishment to this fish lunch¬ 
eon dish. 

2 oz butter or margerine 
2 oz plain flour 
1 dessertspoon courry 

1 dessertspoon curry powder (or 
more) . 

1 to 2 tspns vinegar 

2 cups milk 

8 oz tin pink salmon 

Melt margerine, add flour, salt, 
pepper, curry powder. Blend, cook 
for one minute, add milk, stir un¬ 
til mixture boils and thickens, add 
vinegar. Flake the drained salmon, 
fold into sauce. Taste for flavour. 
Cut eggs in quarters, carefully fold 
in without breaking. Cover, heat 
over low heat but do not boil. 

Serve on boiled rice or toast. 


CHICKEN AND RICE SALAD 
(Ideal buffet dish) 

Rice, chilled and marinated in 
French dressing, mixes with this re¬ 
freshing salad to make it go fur¬ 
ther. 

1 lb rice 

2 3-lb chickens 

i cup French dressing 
1 cup mayonaise 
1/3 cup light cream 
1 cup cubed cucumber 
3/4 cup thinly sliced onion 
1 cup shredded red and green cap¬ 
sicum 

Cook rice in plenty of boiling, 
salted water until tender, drain, 
rinse, drain again, then dry. Re¬ 
frigerate in covered dish. 

Cook chickens with flavouring as 
liked. When cooked cool, cut in 
chunks, refrigerate in covered con¬ 
tainer. (This preparation could be 
done the day before if required.) 

Toss rice in French dressing the 
night before and pop it in the 
fridge. Mix mayonaise, salt, pep¬ 
per, add cream gradually, add 
chicken, replace in dish and re¬ 
frigerate until required. Before ser¬ 
ving combine rice and chicken, 
add capsicums, onion and cucum¬ 
ber. 


questioi 



Don’t forget to mulch roses as the 
weather is sure to be .warm for the 
next few months - with some rain, 
we hope! 

Next to rain, the hoe is best for 
keeping your ground turned during 
summer months so as to get the best 
of whatever showers there are. This 
is just as important to flower as well 
as vegetable gardens. Unless you have 
a sprinkler and an abundance of water, 
always water plants in cool of the 
evening. 

When pulling rhubarb at this time 
of year, be careful not to expose the 
centre of crown to hot sun. This is 
very damaging to plants. 

If pulling carrots, remember to 
firm the soil around those which 
could have been disturbed. 

Just as a precaution, give gerberas 
and geraniums a spray against rust. 

I find Zineb as good as most sprays. 

Give all daisy plants a light prun¬ 
ing. Snip off all dead flower heads 
of any plants unless you are saving 
these for seeds. Besides being shabby 
looking, they are using up growth 
of the plants which would be of more 
benefit to new growth. 



From the fertile earth, the bounteous sea and the traditions of Polynesia 
Tahitian fish... fish in coconut milk... banana, pumpkin and kumera 
pilhi... taro... fresh green beans.. . corn on the cob.. .baked 
pumpkin and kumera... roast pork in lemon juice. . .Island- 
style pot roast. . . baked chicken. .. guava, banana and 
passionfruit pies — as well as other fav¬ 
orite, familiar dishes if you prefer... 
prepared by an Islander who loves 
Norfolk and its food -- in a small 
restaurant with a beautiful view 
across the valley to Mt. Pitt 



FOR THE FULLEST ENJOYMENT OF YOUR HOLIDAY YOU MUST JOIN US FOR A TRUE NORFOLK-STYLE MEAL AT . 

ELVA YAGER’S VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT 

NORFOLK’S ONLY FULL-TIME RESTAURANT SPECIALISING IN REAL TAHITIAN/PITCAIRN/NORFOLK COOKING 



Open six nights a week - dinner $5 except for 
^ the famous Island Baked Dinner Friday ($8). 
Enjoy the family smorgasbord-and-film on 
* v Sunday- both $5. Norfolk Rotary meets here on 
Thursday - members only. 


JUST A MINUTE’S WALK 
UP NEW CASCADE ROAD 
FROM THE POST OFFICE 

TO BE CERTAIN OF A TABLE, PLEASE 
TELEPHONE 2185 COMFORTABLY IN . 
ADVANCE AND WE WILL MAKE A RESERVATION 
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WINES ON NORFOLK - by W VINAS* 


WHILE THE SWING to white wines 
is still news I thought it an idea to 
take a look at the words we will 
find on the labels and what they ate 
meant to convey. 

Like reds, whites are variously 
named after the regions whose style 
they follow (generic) or the grapes 
from which they are made (varie¬ 
tal), 

Moselle is our most popular still 
white wine and takes its name from 
the style which originated in the 
Mosel valley of Germany. (For some 
odd reason we use the French spell¬ 
ing of the river’s name.) It is a 
slightly sweet wine made by stop¬ 
ping fermentation before all the 
grape sugar has been consumed by 
the yeast. 

Two other generic styles in the 
same general category take their 
names from French regions, Sau- 
ternes and Graves, but neither is en¬ 
joying a great deal of current popu¬ 
larity at our end of the world. 

Chablis is a district in France which 
gives its name to a distinctive dry 


white style. Some good examples 
are produced in Australia and des¬ 
erve greater popularity. 

White Burgundy takes its name 
from that famous region in the south 
of France and like its red cousin is 
a dry wine. In Australia the popu¬ 
lar grape used is Semilion and the 
wine made from it benefits from a 
short period in oak casks before bot¬ 
tling and, like reds, the best im¬ 
prove with age but rarely keep im¬ 
proving to the same extent 

Lexia carries a varietal name, 
that of a grape also known as Star 
of Alexandria which has long been 
important in the dried fruits indust¬ 
ry. It makes a wine a little less 
sweet than Moselle and is a very 
pleasant accompaniment to fish 
or curries. 

The word Reisling on an Austra¬ 
lian label generally suggests a dry 
wine although the grape is the main¬ 
stay of white wines, dry or sweet. 
Perhaps it would be better if all ma¬ 
kers followed the lead of a few who 
label their dry wines H Reisling Hock” 
denoting a dry wine after the Ger¬ 
man style. In any case, it is a 
style which drinks well young, al¬ 
beit a little acid, but at its best 
will improve for some years in the 
bottle. 


A notable exception to Reisling 
labels occurs when the wine mak¬ 
ers choose to produce a Spadese 
style. The addition of this word 
(it’s German, pronounced spat-lez- 
er, and means the grapes were 
very late picked) indicates a sweet 
white of superior quality. Because 
the harvesting is left until the last 
practical moment the grapes, 
though somewhat shrunken, have 
developed a maximum natural su¬ 
gar which, in turn, permits a long¬ 
er fermehtatioii period yet still re¬ 
tains the sweetness. The result is a 
finer, more delicate wine but be¬ 
cause its making depends on con¬ 
tinued dry but not frosty weather 
it is one few wineries can produce 
each year. 

The remaining varietal name of 
importance would be Traminer or 
Gewurtz traminer, a grape mostly 
associated with Alsace and spicy 
wines with a "floral" nose. It has 
been somewhat slow in catching 
on in Australia but plantings are 
increasing and, personally, I'm 
looking forward to seeing more of 
it. 

Footnote for weight-watchers : The 
sugar content of most Australian 
"sweet" whites is not much more 
than one half of one percent. 


SOLAR HOI WATER-UNDER H000 ALL IN! 



*875 


NOW IN STOCK 


♦ COMPLETE UNIT COSTS ONLY 
$875 DELIVERED TO YOU 

♦ SMALLER SINGLE-PANEL UNIT 
AVAILABLE FOR SMALLER HOMES 
AND FLATS 


"SOLAHART" ARE THE BEST-SEL¬ 
LING, BEST-PERFORMING SOLAR 
UNITS MADE IN AUSTRALIA. 

♦INCLUDES DOUBLE SOLAR PAN¬ 
ELS, EACH 40 SQUARE FEET 

♦INCLUDES NORFOLK-ACCEPT¬ 
ABLE ELECTRIC HOT WATER 
HEATER AS BOOSTER DURING 
CLOUDY SEASONS 

♦ INCLUDES FOAM-INSULATED 
66-GALLON STORAGE TANK ' 


♦ SEPARATE PANELS AVAILABLE 
FOR ONLY $225 TO CONVERT 
YOUR GAS OR BRAEMAR HEATER 
TO SOLAR/FUEL-BOOSTED 

♦ PAYS FOR ITSELF OVER A FEW 
YEARS - QUICKER AS GAS AND 
FREIGHT COSTS GO UP 

♦ GET A DESCRIPTIVE COLOUR 
BROCHURE AND FULL INFORMA¬ 
TION FROM LENNIE CHRISTIAN - 
BAILEY - WRITE OR PHONE 2380 



The Solahart Guarantee: 

Both the 300L and 160L Solahart solar hot 
water systems come complete with a 5 year 
warranty (with 12 months on electrical items 
as shown on the warranty card). But with 
Solahart, you can confidently expect many years 
of trouble free operation. Every unit is factory 
tested to 5 times it s working pressure. We don't 
like to boast, but many of our units are still in 
operation after more than 20 years in service. 

So you can be sure that with Solahart, you've 
got a system that's built tp last with the 
back up of a company that's been in business for 
over 75 years. : 
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EVERY MAN and his dog must have 
been in the vicinity of Rawson hall 
on Monday 10th October. It was a 
glorious sunny day for the 1977 Agri¬ 
cultural & Horticultural Society’s 
Silver Jubilee Show 0 At 1.30pm 
a large crowd gathered outside the 
hall to hear His Honour the Adminis¬ 
trator officially open the Show. 

Then there was a rush inside to wand¬ 
er round the exhibits and to see who 
the prize winners were. A total of 
2, 607 exhibits were on display, and 
what a magnificent display. Each 
year the standard and quality of the 
exhibits seem to’go higher and high¬ 
er which, I imagine, would make 
the task of the various judges very 
difficult. 

visiting floral judge 

Mrs. Sue Nivison, wife of the 
cattle judge, assisted with the judg¬ 
ing of the Floral Art section. She 
said she particularly enjoyed herself 


and thought the standard of the ex¬ 
hibits was really good. Mrs. Nivison 
has been judging Floral Art at Country 
Shows for "more years than she’d care 
to remember'*, according to her hus¬ 
band! She has also been a steward 
in this section at the Royal Sydney 
Show. Prizewinners I noticed in¬ 
cluded Coral Vercoe, Enid Clarke, 
Mrs. Conway and Vera Hunt. 

Mrs. Hunt's arrangement of foliage 
particularly caught my eye. 

super arts & crafts 

This year there seemed to be 
many more exhibits in the Arts & 
Crafts section. Wouldn't have mind¬ 
ed running away with Bill Hart's 
colonial styled chairs! Gil Hitch 
must have spent many hours, too, 
creating a model of the convict pri¬ 
son building at Kingston. There 
were many beautiful items in the 
sewing, knitting, embroidering 


and crochetting sections. I’m not 
going to mention any more names 
as I can't remember everyone! 

The Photography section created 
a good deal of interest - there were 
some super photographs. Trevor 
Calder'^ coloured photographs caught 
my eye - I particularly liked the 
close-up of a creek. Fanny Christian 
was cleverly caught in action by 
Max Hobbins* camera as he.used his 
chainsaw to cut down a tree. Leigh 
Coles and Joyce Dyer were also 
successful in the Photography section 
with Joyce gaining the highest number 
of points. 

Jubilee medallions 


There were two special prizes to be 
won this year - two Silver Jubilee 
medallions; one for the N.I. Crafts 
section and the other to be won in 
the N.I. Cooking section, Mrs. Mary 
Nobbs won the Crafts section and 


COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2 903 



OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE fromSYDNEY and from AU CKLAND/TAURONGA 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C, AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrane Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND: 



Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 
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Ngaire Douran was successful with 
her range of N.I. cooking. ,1 think 
these sections are probably of particu¬ 
lar interest to the tourists as it gives 
them an opportunity to see some of 
the skills handed down from those who 
came from Pitcairn. 

Mrs.' Gordie Beveridge wotf the spe¬ 
cial perpetual tropfoy - a Silver Jubilee 
urn - for the most number of points 
gained and Ngaire Douran won a fur¬ 
ther prize for the greatest number of 
exhibits entered. 

There must have been no doubt at 
all as to which item would be judged 
the best exhibit in the hall. This 
trophy was won by Jim Anderson for 
his electric organ. Fancy having 
the patience to tackle such a pro¬ 
ject all by hand. It was really sup¬ 
erb and what a thrill Jim must have 
received as he heard it being played 
by Sharon Sandstrom. Guess Jim's 
next project is to learn to play the 
instrument himself! 

the best riders 


I know I haven't told you about 
everything inside the hall - (you'll 
just have to come and have a look 
next year!), but I'd better tell you a 
little of the stiff competition going 
on in the show ring where Mr. David 
Knox from Melbourne was having a 
very difficult task judging the riding 
events. On the Sunday the children's 
equestrian events had taken place - 
Michelle McCoy won the points prize. 

I believe tiny Kylie Ryan on a huge 
horse again stole the show. Believe 
the judge also caused mothers a cer¬ 
tain amount of anxiety as he had the 
children clambering all over their 
mounts when he was judging the 
Best Beginner's Mount! 

Those taking part in the Adults 
section had obviously spent many 
hours practicing and grooming their 
mounts. I thought they all looked 
terrific. Jo Wiltshire gained the 
most number of points in the Ladies* 
section and Culla Graham won the 
points prize in the Gentleman's 
section. 

Sultan was supreme 

When addressing the crowd just 
prior to announcing the Supreme 
Champion Animal in the Livestock 
section, Mr. Jock Nivi$on - Presid- 
ent.of tiie Poll Hereford Sofyiet^. in,/| P 
Australia - 'said he was V liklfe ; bit ■ * 

disappointed with the number of 


entries but realized the Island had 
experienced two of its driest years 
on record and had taken this into 
consideration when judging the ani¬ 
mals. However, he said he was 
very much taken with Peter Summer - 
scales* Poll Shorthorn Bull which won 
thfe Grand Champion Beef Animal. 
The Reserve Champion Beef Animal 
was Bobby Lloyd's cow "Emma” and 
the Supreme Champion Animal 
went to Bemie Christian-Bailey's 
Jersey Bull with the grand name of 
"Hillochview Sultan John"! 

All in all it was a terrific show 
and I hope all those who have "good 
intentions" for next year will re¬ 
member next October! 

well, emma chissett? 


It has been a really busy month 
one way and another - the Show, 
the visiting team of footballers from 
Glenora in New Zealand, Football 
Presentation nights and the Silver 
Jubilee Golf Championships but 
there's something else I'd like to 
tell you about instead. There are 
two new shcps which have recently 
opened here on Norfolk and another 
which will be opened by the time 
you read this paper and all are run 
by "young" locals. Ria Howell and 
Beryl Lackey have a delightful little 
shop in the Norfolk Village. "Emma 
Chisset" it's called, which at first 
I thought must have been the name 
of some famous female then realized 
that, of course, it's "strine" for 
"how much is it?" Beryl was quite 
disappointed when she learned just 
the other day that there's a small 
shop in Paddington with exactly the 
same name and the shop is about 
100 years old! Combined with their 
Interflora Agency and meeting the 
Island's floral needs, Ria and Beryl 
have created a lovely little "knick- 
knack" shop, the type most people 
enjoy browsing through. They sell 
basketware, all sorts of different 
types of pots for potted plants, un¬ 
usual pieces of glassware AND those 
beautiful Russian hand-made choco¬ 
lates from that famous shop in Padding 
ton, all beautifully done up in cello¬ 
phane with coloured ribbon. A- de¬ 
lightful shop run by two happy people 
bubbling with enthusiasm! 

a beautiful shop 

i 

Another charming venture although 
on a larger scale is Duncan Sander¬ 


son's "Norfolk Souvenirs" which is 
tucked away off the road to which 
tourists and locals are lured by the 
eye-catching sign in Taylors Road. 

It's just like an old-world type store, 
very rustic with lots of character. 

It's built of local timber and stained 
a dark brown, has large wooden doors 
and a wide verandah from which bask¬ 
ets of potted plants hang while the 
edge of the verandah is enhanced by 
a planter box of colourful geraniums. 
Duncan's idea is to provide genuine 
Norfolk'Island souvenirs. He has 
about six to eight locals who bring in 
their handicrafts to sell. The range 
is quite amazing and I should imagine 
would be just what the visitor would 
like to take back as mementoes of 
their visits. There was jewellery 
made out of shells, all sorts of 
different items using the local Nor¬ 
folk pine, baskets made out of moo- 
oo, children's clothing and shopping 
bags. What took my fancy as I was 
leaving was the spring on the gate - 
a piece of string on the end of which 
was a heavy stone! 

getting stylish 


A bit further down the road Jan 
Christian was very busy preparing 
for the opening of her store - 
"Christian's Korixer". Jan's idea is 
to provide a service for the locals so 
that they now won't have to go to 
the mainland to find that "some¬ 
thing different" for the home. 

Jan's decorating theme is bright 
and modern and her range of goods 
is bright and modern too. Home¬ 
makers will be delighted with the 
material samples, wallpaper books, 
kitchenware (which Jan hopes won’t 
be held up from arriving by the 
power strike in Melbourne), glass¬ 
ware, cooking utensils, jewellery 
for children - all sorts of different 
bits and pieces. Oh dear, I know 
someone who's very soon going to 
run out of "housekeeping" more 
quickly than normal! 

I take my hat off to Jan, Beryl 
and Ria for their endeavours to 
provide a service for the locals and 
to Duncan who has provided an out¬ 
let for the talents of locals and at 
the same time providing the tourists 
with genuine souvenirs. 

Cheerio for now! 
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MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 

IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS • WHOLESALERS • RETAILERS . 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOC1ETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers. Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 

• MASPORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gardners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 

Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 

POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 

BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 

ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 



If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 
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